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N your Requeſt, I very cheatfully ac- 
quieſce. If a Name, comparative, 
ſo infignificant as mine, merely, becauſe 
I am living, and the Ingenious Author 
of the TzacTs you are republiſhing is 
no more, can induce any to peruſe them; 
you have my hearty Permiſſion to make 

what Uſe of it you pleaſe. 7 


A more able Defender. of the Doctrines 
of Grace, than the late Mr. Topyapyy ' 
this Century, has not to boaſt of. Hf he 
treated the Principles and diſingenuous 
Conduct of Men, whom he eſteemed the 
greateſt Enemies to the Cxoss of Cyrisr, 

with equal and conſiſtent Severity; their 
Perſons were, at the ſame Time, the Ob- 
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jects of his pity and Prayers: If he were 
warm, it was in 1 god Cauſe. 
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; Wiſhing every Attempt for promoting 
the Glory of the Lozp Jesus, and the 


Welfare of Mankind abundant Sueceſs. 
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A Conftra Part of the yl Meditation re- 
, F A /ers to the dalirine of the Millenium: a doctrine, 4 
* kick many excellent perſons are inclined to diſapprove. 
It may be proper to aſſure theſe, that as much as relates to 
that arfich; is inſerted, not with 4 view to offend, or to 
perplex, the mind of any man. ; conch leſs, with an inten- 
tion to ohtrude my own private opinion upon other people, | 
or even to proſelyte a ſingle reader to the we; of it 
4 of all, with a de efere to raiſe any begebe about 

But, as the queſtion is naturally connected with | the 
= occaſion, 1 could not have done juſtice to the Subjef, 


_ without touching on that firing : and I haue endeauoured 10 


touch it as conciſely, as tenderly, and as inoffenſively, as I 
was able. Tf I have erred, I hope I ſhall not diſpleaſe : 
Jor which I throw myſelf on the public candour. 
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MEDIT ATION 


en 1 H E 


N E YEAR, 


% 
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Suggeſted by ſome remarkable Paſſsges from. 
tze NEVER. 


« Fe that ſat upon the Throne, ſaid, Behold, 1 make all Things 


«© New.” CHAP. xxi. 


REAT! unſpeakably great, are the Mediator's power and 
glory! He will eminently diſplay them both, at that bleſ- 
| ſed, that moſt deſirable period, when He ſhall! be manifeſted, a 
ſecond time, at the end of the world z and appear, not, as at 
firſt, to ſuffer and die, but to reign on earth with his ſaints, 
præluſive to their final glorification in heaven. | 
EveRY thing, below, is changeable. The expiration of one 
year, and the birth of another; the ſucceſlions of the ſeveral 
ſeaſons, and tbe regular viciſſitudes of day and night; all con- 
ſpire to remind us, how tranſitory, how various, and how 
uncertain, our time is: and unite, in calling upon us to look 
beyond the preſent valley, through which we travel; to the mount 
of God, the habitation of angels, and the ſaints eternal home. 
As the things of this world are thus liable to perpetual muta- 
tion; ſo are its beſt bleſſings mingled, even for the time being, 
with their reſpective inconveniences. 1MPERFECTION is written, 
not only on all we are, and on all we do; but, likewiſe, on 2 
we enjey. This has been invariably the os ever ſince man fell 
in 1 With 8 3 perfect happineſs took her 
4 A 5 . 3 
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gight: nor will either of them be ſeen on eat th again, ill that 
difſtinguiſhed time arrive, when He that ficteth upon the ag 
ſhall ſay, Behold, I made all Things new, 


Tux whole frame, even of material nature, geviated io 
order, from the moment Adam ſinned. The elements acquired 
a propenſity to hurt, unknown before, The earth teemed with 
thorns ; and refuſed to ſupply its fallen maſter with ſood conve- 
nient for him, but on condition of labour and toil. Mater and 
fire, though, in themſelves, two of the moſt important ſublu- 
nary gifts ; received, nevertheleſs, a power to injure and deftroy. 
The very air we breathe, is, frequently, the region of Pena of 
| and the vehicle of death. _ | 
Irx ſuch be the preſent ſtate of the material world ; how much 
leſs pleaſing is the viſible ſtate of the moral world Bur [ willing- 
ly draw the curtain, before a ſcene, which, on a ſuperficial view | 
of things, ſeems rather calculated to excite our concern, than 
Joy. Both ſcripture, philoſophy, and reaſon, concur in aſſuring 
us, that the All-wiſe God, by whoſe permiſſion every event 
comes to paſs, muſt have the juſteſt cauſes, both for the _ 
He does, and for the evil He permits. | 


IT is enough for us to know, that a day will en, when a 
period ſhall be put to every diſorder, under which, nature, at 
preſent, labours: and that the earth will become juſt what jt 
was (perhaps conſiderably better than it was) ere fin deſtroyed 
the harmony, and broke the balance, of the well-according ſy1- 
tem. The ſtupendous accompliſhment of this prædeſtined “re- 
ſtoration is largely and explicitly foretold, Rev. xx. where we 
read, That the apoſtate angels-ſhall be reſtrained, by the coer- 
' cive power of God, and confined to their own place, for 1009 
years. That thoſe of mankind, who belong to Chriſt; and 
eſpecially ſuch of them as have been, or are yet to be, ſlain for 
* . es * Gre _=_ OT . earth, during that 
given 


. 
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"3< F or | farther ſatisfaction of this 9 75 if the reader is 1e to | 
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given period. And, that the bodies of the reprobate dead ! | 
not be raiſed, till that period is fully expired. 

Tur next chapter opens with acquainting us, chat, Prior to 
the actual commencement of the Millenium, 2 new heaven, i. e. 
2a new body of ſurrounding air, and 2 net) tarth, ſhall be pre- 
pared for the refidence of Chrift and the eſect. I ſaw 'a new 
heaven and a new earth, for the firſt heaven and the fir /t earth were © 
paſſed away ; and there was no more ſea.” Intimating, that this 
tetraqueous globe, and its circumambient atinoſphere, will bee 
ſo purified by the præceding general conflagration ; as to be to- 
tally changed in their qualities, and intirely diveſted of every 
thing noxious, or can cauſe diſguſt and pain. Aud I John ſaw 
the Holy City, the New Feruſalem, coming down from Cod, ont of 
heaven ; prepared as a bride adored for her huſband. © By the Holy 
City, 1 underſtand, the departed ſouls of the elect: which had 
all been received into glory, from the moment of their diſmiſſion 
from the body. Theſe are termed hey, becauſe of their ſepara - 
tion unto God, by the decree of election; and becauſe of theig 
complete ſanctification by the Spitit of grace. They are a city, 
becauſe of their multitude, dignity, ſplendour, and unity with 
each other. "Theſe, when Chriſt appears, ſhall come down with - 
Him, from God out of beaven ; in order to be re- united to their 
reſpectiye bodies, which will then be raiſed by the voice of the 
arch-angel, and by the trump of God. Their beätiſied ſouls, 
thus deſcending, will be prepared as a bride adorned for her buſ= 
hand: clothed with perfe&tion of grace, and radiant in the * 
of immortality and glory; ſuitable to the ſtate of thoſe, who 
are to reign with Chriſt, as kings end prieſts to the Father,— 
Thoſe of the eleft, who ſhall be found alive pn earth at Chriſt's 
appearing; will be changed, in the twinkling of an eye (1 Cor. xv.) 
i. e. their ſouls will be jnſtantaneouſly perfected in grace, and 
their bodies immortalized; and thus will chey render the church 
of the firſt· born complete, and be caught up to meet the Lerd, and 
their glorified brethren, in the air (1 Theſſ. iv.) 

And I heard a great voice out of heaven, ſaying, Behold, the 
tabernatle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and 
they ſhall be his people, and Gon HIMSELF Hall be with them, 


and be their Gad. Thus will angels and ſaints ſhout in concert. 
And 
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And let me obſerve. by the way, that it is impoſſible for the ut- 
moſt power of language to expreſs the DEIr y of Chriſt, in 
terms more ſtrong, explicit, and deciſive. The tabernacle «f 
GOD: 75 with men, and GOD HIMSELF-[i. e. Cbrift, in his 
"own proper and individual perſon] Shall be with them, and be their 
GOD. _ With what eyes . an Arian, or a Socinian, n. 
ſcriptures? | 
| 72 Frrielry of the Millenniary State Mien deſcribed : 
1. G0 Hall wipe away all tears from their eyes. The world, as 
i now is, is a valley of tears; and even God's own people bave 
their weeping days below. But, in the renewed world, Where- 
in righteouſneſs ſhall dwell (2 Pet, iii.) no ſigh ſhall heave the 
breaſt, no pang ſhall rend the heart, no tear ſhall ſtain the 
cheek.—2. And there ſhall be no more death. Each ſaint will 
poſſeſs perſonal immortality, We ſhall never die, ourſelves; nor 
be robbed, by death, of our chriſtian friends.—3. Neither ſor- 
row, nor crying, neither ſhali there be any more pain of body or 
mind. For, 4. The former things are paſſed away : all poſſible 
occaſions of diſtreſs and uneaſineſs being, for ever, and totally, 
removed; the bleſſed inhabitants of the new earth will be ccown- 
ed with unmixed honour, holineſs, and joy. | 


Tur ſacred penman aſſigus a cauſe, adequate to theſe 8 
effects. And He, that ſat upon the throne, ſaid, BenoLD, I 
MAKE ALL THincs NEW, It will be a new formation in- 


deed. Dr. WarTT paraphraſes the paſſage, with great beauty 
and juſtneſs, in thoſe admired line? 
*« Attend, while God's Eternal Son 
Doch his own glory ſhew ! 
' Behold, I fit upon my throne, 
' Creating all things new, 
Nature and fin are paſt away, 
And the old Adam dies i on. 
LA My hands a new foundation lay : 92G N 
See a New World ariſe!” HA eh 
O what throne does the adored IMMANUEL ſit 105 he 
_ throne of nature: for without Him was not any thing made that 
is made. On the throne of providence : for all things are up- 
Held by the word of his AA. and governed by the : count of 
5 his 
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his will. — On the throne of grace, as Mediator of the covenant; 
and as the Saviour of all who recline on his blood and righteouſ- 
neſs, —()n the throne of his converted people's heart - inſpiring 
them with good, and reſtraining them from evil; ſanctiſying them 
by his preſence, and chearing them with the ſmiles of his love: 
He will occupy the Millenial throne: as Head of all principality 
and power—He will-alſa Gt on the throne of univerſal judę- 
_ ment © aſſigning the heavenly inheritance to the ſaints on his right 
hand ; and denouncing the ſentence of condemnation againſt the 
unholy, on his Jeft,—He will, ſor ever and for ever, ſu on the 
throne of glory: encompaſſed by the angels He created, and by 
the people He redeemed. A+ croſs was, once, his humble 
. throne: and his crown Was, a diadem of thorns. A _1ced; once, 
ferved Him for a mock ſceptre; and inſulting ridicule was! the 
homage Be received: But his humiliation ended, when He roſe 
from the dead. He is ſat down, at the Father's right hand; and, 
though @ lamb (for He fill wears the human nature in which 
He was ſacrificed for our ſalyation) is in the mid/t. of the throne, 
and the immorta! inheritor of endleſs Honours and glory, and 
blefiog- 
Reader, doſt thou fay within thyſelf 2 0 Hapon the people, 
«, ho are waſhed, in the BLooD of, Him. that fitteth upen the 
©. throne { and are arrayed in the RIGHTSOUSNESS of Hin that 
„ maketh all things new 1 can give you one ſign, whereby to 
know, whether this happineſs i is evidentially yours—Has Chtiſt, 
by the power of his Spirit, made thy sour anew? Has He be- 
gun to introduce his new creation there? God forbid, that we 
ſhould enter upon a, new year, without ſeriouſly inquixing, 
Whether He, who maketh all things new, bas given us a new 
nature and a new name? You may read the character of : thoſe, 
who ſhall be excluded from the , New- Zeru/alem ſtate, in the 
chapter-which has ſupplied us with the above remarks. The 
fearſul, who deny Chriſt, or his truths, from worldly motives; 
and the unbelieving, who depend on their own repentance in the 
room of Chriſt's blood, and on their own works, in the room 
of, or conjointly with, Chriſt's righteouſneſs ; and the abami- 
nable, i. e. in general, all who are groſsly and daringly immo- 
ral; more particularly, murderers, and whoremongers, and force- 
d reri, 
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rer, and idolaters, and all lyars, ſhall Ra THEIR part in the late 
that burns with fire and brimſtone, "which is the- ſetond death. * WT ines 
nglike: manner ſpake tfaiahy many centuries! before, in his 
Muth chapter: . where, beferting to the Millenniary diſpenſa- 
tion, he thus procedes: 'The untiran ſball not paſs over it; no 
finner;- that is unjuſtiſſed and unſanctiß ed ſhall have any ſhare 
in the bliflings'of that holyſtate: No lion hlt be there; no un- 
| regenerate perſon, none whois aftranger ta the meekneſi and 
Bn gentleneſs of Chriſt: Nor fhall any ravenous beaſt go up thereon 5 
no man, in his natural: ſtate, ho avaricious harpies, or ſenſualized 
wotldlings, who die unchanged by grace, ſhal} participate in the 
firſt reſumection, or attainto the glory which is reſerved ſor the 
ſons of God: But the RRDRMEDO ſhall walt there; the rodeem - 
ed from fin, who are ranſomed by the nent _ 1 
holy by the Spirit of Chriſt. | 
Wu ſhall-I ſay farther, to the reader? Shall I with him 
joy of the new year, into which the good' hand of Providence 
has brought us? I & and, chiefly, I wiſh him to be a parta- 
ker of bat joy, which cometh from above. I wiſh,” as the apo- 
ſtie did, that the God of hope may fill you all with joy and peace in 
believing, and cauſe you to abound in hope, through the power of 
the Holy Ghoſt. If chou art already a believer, the Lord crown 
the new year with his goodneſs, by giving thee a freſh” out- 
pouring of faith, holineſs, and livelineſs If you art not a be- 
lieyer God confer on you the beſt new-year's gift, by pranting 
you to experience the neu- birth unto faith and good; works ! 
What will become of you, if you die without that experience 
learned from Chriſt's own mouth? HE, who ſittath upon the 
j throne; HE, ue maketh.all things nei; has, himſelf, moſt 
lemnly and irrevocably averred, that,-unleſs you are made 
new, unleſs von are bern again of the Holy Ghoſt, 3 
not ſo much as ſez, much leſs inherit, ibo dinguom of Ged. 
O, pray to Him ſor faith: and He, 4%» prepares —— 
to call upon Him, will hearken-to your cry. Throw yourſelf, 
ſor eternal life, on the merits of Jesu# 5/and then, whether 
you believe the doctrine of the Millenium or not, you will 
certainly have a part in the bleſſedneſs — itſelf, and 
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GENESIS Xii. 5. They went forth, to go into 
the Land of Canaan: and into the Land of 


2 having decreed to put Abram's. poſterity into poſ- 
feſſion of the country, ſince called Paleſfine, com- 
manded that patriatch to leave Chaldea, his native land; 
and to ſet out, with bis family, for the piace whither 
Abtam, who had obtained - mercy of the Lord to be faith- 
ful, was not difobedient to the heavenly viſion : but, as 
the inſpired: penman (informs us, he took Sarai (bis wife), 
and Lot (bis brother's ſon), and all the ſubflance they bad 
gathered, and the fouls, or perſons, "which they had gotten in 


* 
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Horan; and they went forth to go into the land of Canaan 


and into the land of Canacn they, camg, The ſame * 


able God, Who had protiiſed to bring them into that land, 
actually brought them into the land he had promiſed :. and 
they not only fat out for Canaan, but arrived ſafely theie;. ag 
cording to the purpoſe and protiliſe of him Who had by 
them go. | 


Now, ſince Abram is diſtinguiſhed, in * as fant, 
of” the faithful ; : "Of as one, whoſe ftedfaft, unſuſpecting con- 
hdence in the promiſes was ſingularly eminent; and whoſe 
faith, for that reaſon, ſtands on record as a pattern to the 
people of Chriſt in all ſucceeding generations; ſince be was 
likewiſe a pe of the church collectite, which vonſiſts of, 
and takes in, all true believers, from the beginning to the 
end of time; and as the land of Canaan, to which Abram 
travelled, is repreſented in ſcripture as a figure of heaven, 
that better country, to which all God's elect people are 
bound, and to which they ſhall all be led: for theſe reaſons, 
we ſhall, [ apprehend, put no force © the words of that 
text, & hich ſtands as motto to this ella). nor ſtrain them 
beyond their due meaning, if (belide their /iteral ſignification 
as an hiſtory) we conſider them in a ſpiritual light, as im- 
porting the ſafety of thoſe, who, in conſequence of bei 


called forth from à ſtate of nature by converting grace, are 


enabled to ſet their faces Sion-ward, and to enter on a 
journey to the kingdom of God. — The chief buſineſs, there- 
fore, of the preſent attempt, ſhall be, to ſhew, that, to every 
real chriſtian, the preſent i hife is only a JOURNEY f a better: 
and that all they, who do in earneſt ſet out for the 1 
Canaan, the Jeruſalem which is above; Hall certainly GET. 

SAFE to their Journty's nl; and' not one of them Fi * 


| > 2 the way. 


When a merchant ſends out his flext, on a a trading vy 
age; he is not ſure of the event. His ſhips may arriue in 
the deſuued haven, and feturn with the wiſh'd incteaſe; er 
they may ſounder on their paſſage, and both cargo and crews: 
be loſt, —Or, when a perſon takes a far journey, be has no 


OO of laſety. He cannot r . is before. 


him ; 
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him; nor whether he ſhall cöte back to Als KouſE in pate, 
or no. Such is the uncertainty of chrthhy tranſastiohs, with 
regard to our fore-knowledge of them, We cannot tell, 
what # day; What à mötnent, may bring forth.” Tie iſſue, 
of things lies hid in the womb of futtrity,' till Providence 
and time make manifeſt the determination ot God, by bring- 
ing thoſe determinations to paſs, "gs 


Not fo clouded are the better things which relate to a 
better life. The feebleſt ſeeker of falvation by the blood of 
the Lamb, and the meaneſt hurigerer aftet the kingdom and 
righteouſneſs of Jeſus, may be aſſured, before-hand, that the 
kingdom ſhall be his. The inſtparable bleffings of grace and 
glory are ſtyled, the so giercio of David, (Acts xui, 34); 
the ſacred Ci. e. the inviolably certain, and] the faithful things 
of David, i. e. of Chriſt: or, tore conformably to the ori- 
ginal' pafſape in Iſalah, the ſure 7" of David : meaning, 
the infallible certainty of thoſe benefits (ſuch, as pardon, ju. 
tification, ſanctification, final piefervation, and ctetnal. hap- 
pineſs), which” are ſeciired to the church, by virtue of that 
UNALTERABLE Covenatir ſubfiſing between the Father, 
the Spirit, and Chrift the Anti-type of David, in behalf o 
all who ſhall be made to believe through grace. 
This everlaſting covenant of peace and ſalyation, entered 
into, with God the Son, by the other two Divine Perſons; 
St. Paul had in view, when he ſays, God, willing to fbew 
niore abindantly, io the heirs of promiſe, the immutability of his 
counſel, [of his Decree}, confirmed it with an oath, that by 
wo wiitharigeable things [namely,' his DECREE and his OaTa}, 
wherein it is impoſſible ſor God to ſalfiſy, we might have firong 
conſolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold an the, hope ſet 
before us Heb: vi. 17, 18. | — 

Now, as Abram literally ſat forward from the land of his 
yativity ::-ſ0y in a ſigutative ſenſe, does every perſon who is 
effectually called by grace —By nature, we are ſenſible of our 
ſiaful flate, and ignorant of our extreme danger; impenitent, 
and unbelieving! and (which argues the utmoſt blindneſs and 
deptavation) ſefferighteoiis, tho unboh. This is a compendious 
map of the natural man. He is 4 native of mount Sinai; 

| h * . 3 
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born under the covenant of works; ſondly expecting to be 


ſuſti fad by the deeds of the law; though; he has bree the 
law, more or leſs, in EVxRV particular. 


From this legal ſtate of 3nſenfibility, impenitence, unbelief, 


ſelf· righteouſneſs, and bondage to fin, every child of God is 


delivered, by the effectual c peration of the Holy Gholt; 4his: 


_ © whoſe almighty agency, we are cauſed to turn gur backs an 


the blind road we were purſuing before, and to, ſteer a, dif- 


ferent courſe. No longer inſenfible of our real condition, e 


feel that, every ſtep we took, was leading us farther, and ſarx 
ther from God and happineſs and heaven. Jenorant no longer, 
of the danger, to which we were obnoxious, by reaſon of ori- 
ginal and actual ſin; we bave recourſe to Chriſt alone,, as 
the way, the truth, and the life. No more impenitent, we be- 
wail the deprayity of our hearts, and the tranſgreflions of our 
hands: we loye the rectitude we hated, and hate the fins we 

loved. . Retrieved from abſolute lle, we feel the neceſſity 
of Chrif:; and throw ourſelves upon the grace of God in hi 
for ddliverince from the wrath to come. No longer habitual! 
felf-rightcons, we not only moſt willingly ſubmit to, but moſt 
thankfully embrace, moſt devotedly reſt upon, and triumph i in. 
the righteouſneſs of Chriſt. as the ſole procuring cauſe of our 
acceptance in the Father's ſight. And, no longer quite un- 
holy, we pant after inward conformity to the divine i image, and 
outward conformity to the divine law : throughly ſenſible, 


2 
y 


Whoſoever is brought thas ſar, is more than half-way to 
the kingdom of heaven, He has made, thro* grace, a good 
Progreſs on the road to Sion; and ſhall go on, from ſtrength 
to ſtrength, till he appear before the God of gods in glory. 


When this happy change is effected, and the converted 
perſon begins to evidence his New Birth, by forſaking this 
Qld... companions in ſin, and by leading à New, lifez dif- 


ferent, people will paſs different cenſures upon his conduct. 


Ode Will, without. ceremony, dub him a new-ſaſhioned Me- 
 thedift.. Another will ſet him down for an ojd-faſhioned 
"Puritan, | A third will roundly. pronounce- him a Madman, 
that 


that, without HOLINEss, no man can ſee the Lord; and „ 
faith, without wonkks, is dead. | 


bl 
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that has loſt his ſenſes by being righteous over-much. A 
fourth, who has more politeneſs, and leſs ill- nature, than the 
reſt; will ſay to him, I wonder Fow @ perſon of pour good 
2 in other "things, can be' ſo PRECISE. You'll hurt your = 
NERVES, and damp your ſpirits. There is no vetafion' for all 
this a. db. Tale à chearful giaſs! Give the rein to your pes 
tit! and male a MERNY life of it, tho it be @ $HORT one. 
Thus will multitudes endeavour, by various methods, to 
call the traveller back, and to divert him ſrom his chtiſtian 
churſe. But he ſtill holds on his way: anſwering, as he paſſes, 
Wi Hall fee, whoſe life will be merrieſt in the £ND. 
Vet let not the follower of Chriſt cauſe the way of truth 
to be ill ſpoken of, or bring an evil report on the good land, 
by needle eſs rigor and by affected ſeverity. Do not ſullenly 
reject the gifts of Providence, under a pretence of ſuperior 
ſanctity: but uſe them, without abuſing them. If you have 
them not, be not anxious aſter them. If you have them, 
enjoy them in the fear, and to the glory, of God. There 
is a ſober, reſtrained ſenſe, in which a true believer may lay 
with the Poet, Lon. 


« The bleſſings thy free 3 gives, 
« Tet me not caſt away - 
«© Far God 15 paid, when man receives « Q 


8 ch, is to obey.” 


Receive, 3 Diſtribute, ceurfulty: Enjoy, innocently. 
Give thanks, inceſſantly. When you ſet out for heaven, 
don't ſet up for a font: nor look upon thoſe things as eri- 


<> Ts 1 g's x » 

| 
* — * 
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The late Dr, E——n. biſhop of St. David's, diſſuaded a lady 
from hearing Flr, W-——4 preach, ** for fear it might hurt her 
« nerves,” But what was this, when weighed agaioſt the Ir and 
RELICION of n great churchman now living?“ who, not long ago. 
actually ſaid to à lady of quality, © Don't tell me of St. Paul, 
Madam: it would have been bappy for the chriſtian church, if St. 
Paul had never wiete a line of his epiſtles,” 
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inal, which the Ford of God does not declare to be. ſo. 
| „„ are, tog "often, ne fpalhas. . Ay the 190 
xiſaical mantle of fuperſtitious auſterity is, bid frequently, 


a Coyer for a 1 55 «The e, then, Ky ving too 2 
xioully, at Hr Aft . nes ake the. copl 0 f the days. ; 
895 23 you e knew a lady, who, to prove A 

erfelf fed, ap 5 Ty ber gunces; and 2 * WEE q 


an ear-ring, a cbt, a in or an inch 
were Babplonim. Puder was antichtiſtian. 15 NE; ed = Y 
carnal,” A fr -box Tmett of the bottomſeſs And yet, 
under all this Parade ot te 12 the fair aſcetic was 
— ——, But 1 forbear « entering into Ad rn uf- 
fice it to ſay, that fhe was a concealed Antinomian. And, I 2 
have known too many ſimilar inſtances. 4 
Take heed, however, 0 believer in Chriſt, of verging to 4 
the oppoſite extreme. Beware of a ſupine, 2 liber- 
tine ſpitit. Walch unto prayer,” guard againſt neg} igence. 3 
Advance not to the uttermoſt a of your libe:ty, It i is 4 
1 juſt remark, which I have ſomewhere met with, that the beſt I3Z 


way, to be Ghos from falling ints a well, is, not to ventur⸗ tos * 


near the brink. Swim not with the ſtream, if the tide roll © 


downward ; neither follow $ multitude to do evil. It is the A 


duty of. a chriſtian, not to be aſhamed .of being fingularly 4 


good: eſpecially in an age like this, when ſo many are not 2 


aſhamed of being eminently, bad, Better go, with a Few, to a | 
heaven; than to go, with much and _ 2 to hell. 


be el-trychs, or af good morals; u nat an honeſt van, much 
2H: 


6 a. ſervant gf Chriſt. And though, in matters of mete 


Ny, difference, you are not abſolutely bound to abridge your li- 
rty as a Chriſtian 5 nor is it meet that you ſhould affect to be 
_ good, any more than to be wiſe; above that -which' ir worittef; © 
. if you find (as, in ſome jpſt2nces, you probably will) 4 
that even things, in themſelves indifferent, proxe a. ſnare, an 
entanglement,” and an hindrance, to you, in running the race 
that is ſet before you; pluct out thoſe things, be they what | 

they may, and c them from you + though they be uſeſul as a 
Fight hand, or tender as a right eye. In a word, endeavor 
1 3 | "FA 
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ers hit the Juſt medium ſo as neither to make tod much 
haſte, nor too little * neither to loiter, nor to run your: 
ſelf gut of breath. 


If the believer's journey ſhould prove a long one, i. e. 
mould he live to be far advanced in years; he muſt expect 
to meet with diverſity of paths. The fate of the country 
will not always be the fame. Even with regerd to temporal 
things, perhaps, he may experience a viciffitude of ups and 
downs. Sometimes, the road will go rough; ſometimes, ſmooth, 
To- day, it may be, he is high on the mount: to-tnorrow, 
low in the valley, Now, his way is carpeted with moſs: - 
anon, it 'is planted with the pricking briar and the grieving 
thorn. But, remember, O chid of God, that both one and 
the other is thy Father's ground; that thou art fill in the 
land of Providence; and that the land of Providence is alſo 
u land of grace, to them who are ſtrangers and pilgrims up- 
on 'earth,—So, likewiſe, in a ſpiritual ſenſe: when faith is 
in lively exerciſe, we may be ſaid to travel through a rich, 
level, open country; where all is eaſy, lightfome, and plea- 
ſant. doon, pethapo, may faith ſieken (ſicken it may, but, 
bleſſed be Gon, it cannot dye), and hope may flag its wing: 
fear may ſet upon thee, as a ſtrong man armed, and the over- 
ſhadowings of doubt may for a while ec'ip'e thy comforts, 
In that caſe, let the believer ſtill go forward, as well as he 
em. The way wilt mend, and the proſpect brighten, in 
(God's good time. And, in the mean while, that prong 
promiſe will be fulfiled,: Thy ſhoes ſhall be iron and brofs ; 1 

as is thy day, fo Hall thy firength ble. Deut. xxxiii. 2 5 24 
thou cantt not go on, ſit down: but let it be by the way-ide: 
Wait: baut let it be at Jacob's well, Ply the ordinances of 
God, and the God of ordinances will come to thee and bleſs 
thee; When poor Hagar, cverwhelmed with diſtreſs of. mind, 


1 and quite exhauſted with fatigue of body, threw herſelf on the. 


ground, unable to walk -a ftep farther; an angel was (ent, 


4 10 point her to 3 fountain which ſhe knew not of, and to give 


her the oil of joy for mourning, and a garment of praiſe for 
the ſpirit of heavineſs. Godly ſortow ever was, and ever will 


5 be, peculiar care and "the bender e of Aluighty 
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waters need not be told, that the n not always 
upiformly the ſame.— At times, the affections of 4 ſaint ite 
warm, ſublime, and trongly drawn up tb God and divine 
things, . Anon, his affections may gravitate, grow numbed and 
cold; and, like an eagle that is pinioned, be ſcace able to 
eee p. where once they uſed to fly, Vet, be not caſt dow- 
You may „like Sampſon, be ſhorn of your locks, for a ſeaſon) 
but they will grow again, and your ſtrength ſhall -return,' 28 
hetetofore. Remember, that comfortable frames, though ex- 
tremely deſirable, are not the foundation of your ſafety, Our 
belt 110 ultimate happineſs is grounded on an infinitely firmer 
baſis, than any thing in us can ſupply. The 11MuT ABILITY 
of God, the never-failing Erricacx of Chriſt's mediatorial 
Work, and the invariable rlbrlrry of the Holy Ghoſt; are 
the triple rock, on which thy ſalvation flands, Whence that 
of the apoſtle : The foundation of the Lord, [ i. e. the Decree, 
or Covenant, of the Lord} Pandeth | faire ; having this ſeal, Nhe 
Lord knoweth them that are his. And again :*:Though we believe 
not though we may occaſionally reel and ſtagger and /faint] 
yet He ¶ Faith's unchangeable Author and immovable Supporter] 
abideth faithfal, and ca unot deny himſelf. Was be to deny his 
decree, he muſt deny himſelf: for his decree is himſelf decrteing, © 
But he cannot do this. He cannot forego his coveriant ; fur 
his covenant” is bimſelf covenanting. He cannot reverſe: his 
Promiſe : for his promiſe” is himſelf promiſing, Conſequently, 


_ every believer is ſafe, and can never be ultimately left ur 


forfaken; ' As ſurely as effectual grace ſtirred thee up, to un- 


dertake the heavenly journey; ſo n, ſhall glory: 7 
thee at the end of thy pilgt image. as 4 


Contentedly, therefore, embrace bY bot ; en wer the 
whole peel thieredf is of "the Lond. Be the Westher fair, 


or tout; ſet the cum prevail,” or the form rage j be my mine 


ebearfal, or benighted; de thy path dreary with gloom, or f 


Hibiaft With ſuncſhilie; commit inykett, in patience and well 


Wing, to God, 6 to A gracious creator and an all. wiſe difpoſer: 


traveller is not the worſe, for being weather-beaten. It 


teaches 
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teaches. him to endure hardneſs, as a gead ſeldier of Jeſus Cbriſi. 
Beſides: he is, at the worſt of times, ſure of inviſible ſup- 
port; and every difficulty he ercountess by the way, will be 
infinitely. ovetbalanced, when he gets home io his Father's 
houſe: For the utmoſt ſufferings of this preſent time, are nat 


woe riy 20 be compared with ih. glory which ſhall by revealed in ut. 


In point, likewiſe, . of | affluence. and fortune, all the travellers 
to Canaan are not alike. . Some of them are, literally, rich, 
and incteaſed in goods. While others have but a ſmall allot» 
ment of temporal wealth, barely enough to carry them o 


4 © their -journey's end. The former may be ſaid, to be drawa 


in ſtate to heaven :+ the latter, to trudge it on foot, | 

I ſay, ſome-are drawn 4hither in ſtate : for every. coach does 
not take that road. But, ſo we at laſt get ſafe to the New 
Jeruſalem, no matter whether we ride or walk. It will be all 
one, by and by; As in death, ſo in heaven, the rich and the 
Poor, who are partakers of ſaving grace, will meet together - 
and then, where wil be the difference, between thoſe who 
came with a grand tetinue; and thoſe who travelled, pilgrim- 
Ike, with a ſcrip at their fide, and a ſtaſſ in their hand? 
On earth, when two perſons are, literally, going to the 
ſame place; and the one is either well mounted, or ſeated in 
an expeditious carriage, and the other goes on foot; the foot- 
paſſenger muft needs make the flower progreſs of the two. 
But, in ſpiritual things, this caſe is often xzeverſed.., The 


> humble foot-paſſenger frequently outſtrips the rapid horſeman, 


or the ſtately charioteer ; and is ſeen, not ſeldom, to make 


ſwifter advances in the knowledge of God and in the way to 
heaven: juſt as Z/;jah out-ran Abab's chariot to the entrance of 


Jexreel. And thus that obſervation of the apoſtle is verify'd : 
Hath not Ged choſen the poo. of this warld, rich in faith and 


heirs. of the fingd:m? Yes, be has: and ſome, too, who are 


- 
* 


opulent 3 for we read, zhat even Ceſar's. houſebeld, the very 
Court of Nero, was ngs, wholly deſtitute of ſaints. But, 
tings much wealth. 400 Often proyes a. ſnares. and 


"hd 0 — 
an incum- 


a p ö Laa 
dranee,; to ibe chuiſtian tecef z, det hip, Ughien the weight, 


"by-apribng akoad and gixing do he Pot; wheredy, 15 


ea 0 =» $30%2 «Br»: 12 
F>r 3 C 2-4 270 AY Se. vt a - IG PSS: of 


* 
LA) 


x, — 


a8 LIFE PQURNET: 


willhoth; {often the., pilgrimage) oſ his iſe lbow-travellers;- and 
Mad his own, way tbe faſte rx 
U paſſenger to Zion, like moſt other paſſengers, muſt ex- 
pectaonmeet with differ on kinds of company on the od; dif- 
ſetent in ſome reſpects, tho bound to the ſame placol I ſup- 
Pate, that there are ſcarce ten iperſons, in any civilized nation, 
whoſe religious and metaphy ſical ideas are, in every, puntilio, 
exadily alike, any more than their faces. + Examine the cbun- 
tenance of any man, and you will ſee ſome peruliur caſt, ſome 
tun of features, which diſtinguiſhes that countenance from 
every other. Now, opinions are, in ſome ſenſe; the ſeatutes 
of the mind: and there will always be a diverſity of mental 
features, during the preſent diſpenſation of things. I he elect 
will never perfectly reſemble ® each other, till they pet ſectly 
reſemble Chriſt in glory. Hence appears, not only the illibe- 
rality, but alſo the abſurdity, of being at daggers-drawn with 
other people, on account of differences merely extrinſic and cir- 
cumflantial.—Narrow as the way is, . which leadeth unta life; 
it is yer broad enough, to admit perſons of divided judgment 
in things indifferent. There may be ſeveral-packs, in one and 
the ſame reqd, and ſhall I be ſo weak, ot ſo malicious, as to 
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© ® This puts me in mind of a candid and judicious remark, made by 
a valuable chriſtian: brother, of a different denomination from myſelt; 
in a letter, with which he favor'd me, ſome years ſince. I have 
'** ſcen a field here, and another there, ftand thick wich corn. An 
* hedge or two has parted them, At the proper ſeaſon, the reapers 
«entered. Soon, the earth was diſburthened, and the grain was con- 
veyed to its deltin'd place; where, blended together in the barn or 
„ in the ſtack, it could not be known that an hedge once ſeparated 
«this corn from that. Thus it is, with Tz” cuvacn. Here, it 


grows, as it were, in different fields; ſevet'd, it may be, by various 4 1 


« hedges. © By. and by. when the harvelt is come, all God's wheat 
* ſpall be gathered into the garner, without one fingle mark, to diſ- 
„ tinguiſh, that once they differed in the outward circumſtantials of 
«© modes and ſorms. To theſe truly evangelical and truly benevolent. 
ſentiments, I deem it my honor, and heppinels, to ſubictive, with 


* 
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ſuppoſe; that 2 proſeſſing brother is net in che uud to everlaſt- 
ing happineſs, only becauſe he does not 'walk-arm in arm with 
mes abd ttread in ay particulat tt ack? I grant, that there is but 
one road to heaven ; namely, an intereſt in the atonement and 


righieouſneſs of Chriſt: ſor, u man cometh; to the! Father, \but 


by Huus. I believe, however, and ſeel myſelf unutterabiy happy 


in believing, that this, only auenue to eternal reſt admits of much 


greater latitude, than bigots, of all denominations, are aware 
f. Let, theteſote, the travellers 10 the city of God bear in 
mind that amiable exbortation of Wan to big than. * 
zhat Je, fall; nat aut by the e DAY „ (0616-22 
When perſons undertake a, journey to a; 7 un CEA 
country, 3 it is ngt,unufual to baye recourſe to a guide. During 
their paſſage to, Canaan, good people may, by mutual exhor- 


tation, teproof, and inſtruction in righteouſneſs, be, , occaſion» | 
ally, guides to, each other. But the, two grand, ſtated guides 


of the Redeemer's church are, the SÞ1317 and the WorD. of 


= God :., to, which may be added, in humbleſt, ſubordination to 
> theſe two, the mini/lers of God. Generally. ſpeaking, theſe 
three guides do beſt together. A miniſter, without the written 
word, would bid fair to be a falſe guide, a mere will'- 


of-the-wiſp, a dancing meteor, who would only ſet you aſtray. 
And the word itſelf, without the Sp:r:t, is but as a dial with- 


= out the ſun, a dead letter. and a book that is ſealed. There- 


© fore, the way for us not to loſe our way, is, to receive nothing 


from man, but what bears the ſtamp of ſeripture 3 to beg of 


3 God, that he would ſhine upon the dial, that we may conſult 


it profitably, and know whereabout we are, i. e. that he would 
make us ungerftand the ſcriptures by the ſaving light of his 
bleſſed Spirit; and then, to look upon no influence, impulſe, 
ſuggeſtion, or direction, as the certain voice of God in the ſoul, 
except it harmonize and coincide with that ſacred ſcripture which 
himſelf inſpired.— Thus wonderfully, and wiſely, are the means 


X of ſalvation connected! The word" of God directs us to the 


SPIRIT of God ; "the Spirit of God makes that word effeftual ; 
and the true 85 N of God act in the moſt abſolute abn. 1 
5 to both. ins ddd a eng bb 1451579005 45:4 
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Nor are the chriſtian travellers guided only, bat guarded le- 
wiſe. And 2 guard is requiſite: for the highway of cbolineſs 
zs iaſeſted. with robber. Tho! che celeſtial road is incloſed | 
from the GContmon, and made a diſtinct W ay of itſelif; yet, it 
Hes chropgh an enemy's country, and the Cansanite is ftilln 
the land. Satan will ſtudy to annoy thoſe hom he cannot de- 
vour, The Merld will try various arts, both of menace arid 4 
allurement. And inilwelling 3 — ſrom hoſe remains We 
ate never wholly delivered in the preſent liſe, will on all c- 
Hons be ready to revolt from the obedience of faith; and to 
bring us into ſubjection to the law, of fin. The foes: without, = 
though vanquiftied, are not flain and original corruption, that 
beaſt within, up wounded, in do. a 3 nor motionleſs, the? 
chzined. 51517 ol 


Happy is it for God's ann praple; tharihey do not go 
| through the wilderneſs, delenceleſs and alone. If they dis, a 8 
might well fear, with David, 7 Ball one \day peri by" the * Fo 
Saul. But they are under the eſcort of à truly invincible 2 
Armada, PRoyIDENCE is for them, without; and Grate, | 
within, Tho' they appear as ſtrangers zog pilgrims upon 
earth. they are no leſs than kings in diſguiſe : Aer and pf u,j,ẽũ,jç 
| pato God, His own inviolable faithſulneſs is their portlon 7 
1 and his angels, principalities, and powers, thigk it an honor 1 
N l to guard them: for thaſe exalted beings Are, all, min flering 4 
4 doirits, font Jarth to miniſler unte them that hal! be Vir of faiva- - 
Mt tian. Hence, in that grand Writ of Piotection, recorded in the 7 
oo Aiſt pſalm, e read; He Hall give his angels charge. over thee, © 
i. 4a wp thee in all thy ways - they hall bear thee #þ in their 
hangs, loft than hurt thy foot againſt a ſtone. Thou Jhait tread © 
pan the lian and adder, the young lion and the dragon fhatt thun 
trend under thy feet. The gates of bell may aſſault, but they "i 
wall not prevail. They may endeavor to inter cept the believer, 1 , 
on his paſſage to Canaan ; but God, Who N it into e F 
to go, will be his guardian even unto death. e ene, 
There js no convenient travelling, without unn gecommo- 
A and a competent ſupply of proviſion, Deprived of theſe, | 
abe healthieſt» would become languid, and the moſt robuſt IF + 
would faint by the way. For this reaſon, the God „ 9 
kindneſs 


- — — 
ano. 2 3 


. rr — 
2, ——— wg CTY 


p_ - 
= IE TIA - 


w_ 
- = "VS WE — "oAS 


21 LIFE AIO UR N E 1. 


kindncfs has, figuratively -ſpeakings + Furniſhed the road to his 
kingdom with houſes of reſt and refeſhment, wheres his . 
deemed may occaſionally turn in and renew their ſtrength. 
The gocd things of his ↄrouidenee may de onſideted as the 
temporal accommodations, vouchſaſed by his bounty, ſor the 


| 

| 

£4 

. 4 comfort and ſupport of our mortal part: and the ſtated means 
| XZ © of grace are the ſpiritual accommodations, defighed to quicker, 
Þ flrengthen. and- ſuſtain the foul, unto life eternal. Wien 
. ; outward ordinances ate made effedtual to this end, through the 
0 
5 
* 
Pp | 


IF Holy Spirit's influence, of which they are the ordinary chan- 
nel ; then is it, that God's travellers can purſue their wan 

; 1 regaicing z and ſing, as they go, The King. of Zion hath brought 
re inte his bangueting-bouſe, and his banner over me was deu 

F 10 ſecret prayer, in public worſhip, in reading the ſcriptures, 

0 in ſitting under the word preached, and in compaſſing the 
1 \ Y tea of the Lord 3 his ſaints, catch ſome delightful glimpfes of 
e 


>> their heavenly. Father's. countenance, and lay up a- ſtock of 
experiences and conſolations for faith to feed upon afterwards, 
[ Y and in the. ſtrength of which they, travel many days. Sum- 
1 met- experiences, viewed in retroſpective, are what the ſoul can 
is ſometi mes reflect on with comfort, during the cold and darkne(s 
3 of wintcy deſertions: juſt as the pot of manna, teſetved in the 
r axk, reminded Iſrael of the months and years that were paſt : 

© and remained as a token for good, long after God had ceaſed 
4 to rain on his people the bread of heaven, and to feed. them 
e with angels food. | 45 W « 


ir | Nos does his goodneſs only ſpread a table for. us in the 
ad © wilderneſs. by the bounties of his, providence, and by. the. con- 
a ſolations of his preſence... He even deigns, perhaps, at, times, 
ey to ſotten the toils of our warfare, and to ſweeten the fatigues 
r, ol our journey 3: by ſhewing us, as in perſpective, the city to 
ut I Which we ate haſtening: and by giving, us, in the full, Assu- 
FRANCE of faith, à taſte of Canaan's grapes, on our way to 
„ Canaan's land, Faith is the mount, and goſpel-promiſes and 
+ | go{pel-ordinances are the pleaſant windows, from whence (like 
aft I Moſes from the We n we _—_ e which 
all ” 1 Fon wrt "nav 34 a, ay cd in bye 15 
els W-  - 
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afar off.” The newer ws approach to dere, the clexjer 
* a I e e 
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| Divinely fair, and full in ebe, 
4 4 | 


_ TSS” de aN 
i EF mean,, 1 and — 1 de beg of Gods Spirit Wa upon faith's 

and illuminates the goſpel.\ windows. For the_keeneft hu- 
man eye can, diſcern no objef, and the moſt trapſparent win- | 
_dows in the world can 89 proſpect, if ent. be 3 1 
. | 


Lin, temptation, weakpeſs. of faith; or ah JIE 
Eee ſpread a miſt between a child of God and his view of 
glory, But there are alſo intervals of aſſurance, ſeaſons of holy | 
Tejoicing, when faith is high on the wing, when hape trims ber 
lamp, and when ſeraphie leur (like the aſcending Tiſhbite's 
Fery chariot) wraps the elevated ſoul to heaven! The beppy 
traveller emerges from the dark, deep, narrow lanes, - whefe 
Yiis feet were en barraſſed with thire, and where the boughs 
met over his herd, and all proſpect of the adjoining country 
was ſhut out. He mounts the hill, The ſky brightens; and 
the proſpect widens. All is light. and chearfulneſs, and joy. 
me Poing theſe; olden moments, this is the triumphant ſong: 
. God | is my + $70 "Chriſt" js my righteouſneſs, The Spit 
ce ; is my' Sanctifier. The MeGah loved me, and gave himſelf | 
4 for me. He died for, my. ſins; He roſe again for n, 
6. cation : and, becauſe He lives, I ſhall live Alſo. 7 4 | 
nder ſuch. comfortable,anticipations of the glory that ben 
be revealed, when faith pierces within, the yeil, -whither, Je(vs | 
our ſote - runner is gone beſore; the believer cries out) 57 0 
bo. how, amiable is even this; diſtant. proſpect of thy dwelling, 1 
. thou- Lord of hots“ or, in, the language: 3 of 2 
old, Je have ſeen the land; and, 2 it iy wary. god. 
'When ſhall we drop, theſe mortal. bodies? hen ſball we get ; 
through the geſars,? when ſhall we go up, and take peiſſeſſiun? 
When ſhall we teceine the ęnd of gur ſaith; æven the full, ſal- 
vation of our ſoule . How long, O. Lord, holy and ttue ] why 
tarry the wheels of thy chariot ? Make boſtes ny Beloved, to 


feteh | 
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Feat not, thou Wen A few fieps 
more, and thou art there. Son, O believer, it will be {4 
to thee, as it was to her in the goſpel, The MASTER 75 90 
and calleth for thee. _ When that word is pronounced i when 
you are got to the boundary of your race below, and ſtand on 
the verge of heaven and the confines of immortality; THEN 
there will be nothing, bot the ſhort valley of death, between 
yon and the .promiſed land: the labors of your pilgriziage will 
then be on the point of coneluſton; and you will have no- 
thing to do, but to intreat of God, as Moſes did, I pray oh 
"let mie go over, and ſer the good" land that is beyond Jordan, 
-zoodly mountain und Lebanon. Or, with David: O. fend o 
liebt and truth, that they may thind ne, nw bring me to . 
— axd to thy wr 2-0, 1 
Der 21:47 at. ig y * 1 TIT, 29 ados 

Dread not the Mer Jithen valley; it is but the Ae of 
My and What is there, in a ad-, to be afraid of? Daik 
as it may ſeem, it will brighten. as you enter z, and, the far- 
ther you go, the brighter will it prove, When foul and body, 
like two boſom- fende who have travelled long and far together, 


come to. the parting- place, where (like Abraham and Lot) 
they ſeparate, and each Ar 7 Ifferent way, one to the grave 


« , — „ 2 2 A 1 hed. IM * —— 


vale, aud dare ul, brearhed yoar Talks). you will find your 
ropa waiting for you on the other fide, to take you 
ſtom the body, and to fer you down at the throne of God. 
Augeli of Tight, thoſeicharioti and horſer of fire, attend on every 
expiring faint : and not. only, as guides, ſhew his d:{:mbody'd 
Tpitit the way to heaven; but, - Jikewife, guard him, during the 


bee nd, it is probable, act as grace eonvey him 
BD. thithee 


a & uo ddd ed. Lei bien 
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thither; juſt as Lazarus was * gk oy ang! els into Abia- 
hum boſom. Sy nnr ien ie tit B14 & lie dnn, 
Having thus traced tłe chriftian, in his ſpi iritual journey, 
from nature to grace, and from grace to glory; 25 me, for the 
_ piblent, leabe him there: and addreſs myſelf to thoſe, who, as 
well as myſelſ, are fill Vetained'i WIE wilderneſs, aud whoſe 
tour is not yet finiſned. nating eee _ 
* The readers of this adäreft, 105 ipdeed the whole, "world 
at large,” may be diſtributed ind ft Hinds of "peopte: of thoſe | 
who are travelling to Canzan, and of thoſe 'who are goir the | 
dire contrary way. There are but two roads : the Res. 
Which leadeih to deſtruction; and the Narrow, which opens 
into life. Travellers all mankind ate; and travellers at a ver 
wie tate. The grand point is, II here art thou travelling To? 
Are You, defirous of knowing, | " whither thy footſtcps tend; 
nd toward what country thy face is ſet? Conſult the way- maiks. 
Ee at the direQing- poſts. Have recourſe to the SCRIPTURES 
of truth. But ſtudy them on your knees, i. e. in a, pe 
greyer, and with the / mplicity of a little child. | 
©. Suppoſe, for inſlance, we conſult. John xvi. 8, ? — 
Chriſt thus deſcribes the ce of the Holy Ghoſt, and the et 
Which his convertin ng. influence has on the human mind. 
0 When HE it come,” when the bleſſed Spirit viſits and renews 
the choſen and redeemed world, . He ſhall convince, that wor (d, 
« of f fin, 1 and of righteouſneſs, my of judgment,” i. e. be ſhall 
(krit) feelingly demonſtrate to them, their abſolute ſinnetſhip. 
and their total he! pleſſueſs; working in them a deep, ſenſe, 
Teal hatred of ſelf and in: "he mall (ſecondly) lead them to 
rel on Chciſt, and on, His e . alone, 1 Alen | 


nn 
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« Luke x07. 23. WII carried away, o 1 off, '$ gels Thus, © 
28 ln lik. ſd At death, does every "one ay God's 15 experience the 2 
utifoltU&dmpliſiment of that! . He Mall give kis angels Þ 
* ellarge concerning thee, and id their hands (hall they 21 44 thee":"' 2 
acting, ds #hy /v/fible' fhielss.. on earth; and, at laſt, as thy citlztots 
anbaatiue, which ſliall convey thee to heaven Such a ak 


the ſunt 1 Hallelujuh, Jae 5 od Jae 5! ©.S 1 
de 
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ind be hall "tialy) g foiritualize their . refine? theie- 
tempers, ſanftify.,their lives, aud make them, ready ta ey 
good word and work. . * q Hit in W197 tna mon 
, Now, has God the Spirit done theſe ings for you ? Has be 
wroupht,,. or begun to work, this threefold conviction, in your. 
| foul ? If he has not, nor ſo much as kindled/a groaning deſite 
of it in your breaſt; I dare not give you the right hand of 
ſellow ſhip. 1 dare not ſalute a as a my fellow-travel» 
lers to the kingdom of God. Vou are yet in Egypt. 
And you will quickly de in beh. — the Holy Ghoſt Aake 
you by the hand, and take you by the heart, and. lead you. in 
Chriſt to Zion, * a 7 end 
? : Bat, if you have ground to hope, * this. work of 81859 
is experienced by you, in ſome dexree; if, on looking at your 
foul in the goſpel-glaſs, you can diſcern the traces of faith, love. 
repentance, and ſanctification there; you are in the number of 
them who have ſet forth to go into the land of Canaan, and 
into the land of Canaan you ſhall come. Two things are par- 
ticularly needful for you to obſerve: 1. That the world will 
= endeavor to turn your feet out of the Narrow Way, If the 
2 wicked are ſo muzzled. by providence, that they cannot bite 
they will ſnarl, at leaft. If they cannot do you real injury, 
| they will, probably, pelt you with ſcandal, and ſneer at you for 

ing, in their opinion, righteous overmuch. But let not this 
diſcourage you. Regard it no more, than a traveller wou'd 
mind a little duſt upon his ſhoes, Imitate the blind man. in the 
© goſpel: who, the more he was exhorted by the multitudes to 
hold bis peace, cried aut, 30 MUCH THE MORE, That gen of 
David, have mercy on me.—92. Beware of fn. Shun the remoteſt 
appearance of evil. Think it not enough, to be, for the main, 
Jin the right way; but endeavor. to.1*.ulk. feddily. and :ered2ly-in 
that way. Tho' a; truly converted perſon cannot fo ſall, as to 
turn back finally, and periſh, evetlaſtingly; yet, without duc 
A attention, and watching unto. prayer, he may kill his peace and 
Joy in believing, and ſorſeit that inward teſtimony. of the Hay 
Spirit, that felt ſellowſhjp with God, and that ſweet tranquillay 
of conſcience, without which, living ſcarce deſorves the name 
of life. It iy a ſad thing, when a faint is overturned on the 
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road, by being off His 20410 Tho“ he bonner loſe his ſoul, 
e may break tic nick Uf bis boots; diflccate is A 
HAR” ahd make ith 1 Js en.. he | 
OF Mas 11. a8 One fu * i never better pleaſed, than 

heir ne cih rf a EHNA 112 Beg me 
10. thefetote; to hold Gp Four Sbing⸗ im hie paths, that 
*. booties flip not? BY it” the? langtisge off your heart 4 
| "Hd VG hd, Thau put of my immbral cat; bete 
wehen Pagattt pur 5t on P have reod/hid! my! fore 3 and al- 
1 mighty grace forbid, that I ſhould any möre Aefle them. 1 
1 Yet, if you fall, be humbled ; but do not deſpair. Pray 1 
atfreſh to God, who is able to rails you up, and to ſet you 
on your feet again. Look to the blood of the covenant ; and by” 
1 = to. the Lord, from the depth of 751 heart, £ 


| ee e Rock ef Ares, cleft for 105 4 
x 1 app Let me hide myſelf in thee ! 2 ; 1 
"a ef | Foul, I to the fountain fly : _ 
I. OG Wah me, Savior, or we; "a F 
{/ >. 47 ks 22 2 | j 


| Make thoſe words of the apoſtle, bur motto: . deuten | 
[ % but not in deſpair ; caſt down, 'but not deſtroyed. ” "Jt bas 
| been juſtly obſerved, that it is one thing to fell into the mite ; 
* another thing, to-/ie in it.” Away to the croſs of Chriſt, | 
sand to the Spirit of God, for Cleanſing and for Healing, 
* Your Covenant-Father will then ſprinkle you from an evil 
1 _ conſcience, and make you recover the time and the ground | 
1 vou have loſt, —And, when thus graciouſly reftored, Jook upon 
| fin as the dittereſt calamity that can befall you: and conſider 
Thoſe, who would entice you to it, or be your partners in it, 
as the very worſt enemies you have. 3 
Soon ſhall we arrive, where not only fin, but every tewp⸗ 4 
| tation to it, and every propenſity toward it, will ceaſe for 
| ever. As a good man once ſaid on his death- bed. Hold out, 
Faith and Patience! yet a little while, and I ſhall need you 
«no longer.” When faith and patience have done and ſuf 
ered their appointed work, the diſciples of Chrift ſhall aſcend}? 


j ö "from the wilderneſs to Paradiſe. IVith joy and Slane ſha! 
| | IN. 
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they le brosht, and Holl anter into. the King's palace :, ſinging, 
#8 they mount, * Lilt up your: heads, ye. celeſtial gates! and 
ae be ye lifted up, ye everlaſting; doors, that the heirs of glory | 
may enter in. We are dhex, ume pf, whom game out of 
great tribulation-: but a of whom. have waſhed qur robas. 
18%. and made them white, in the hlogd of the LAMB; . Stix ed | 
ep by his effectual grace, we went, forth N ge | 
«land of Canaan: and, cloathed with his tighteouſpeſ, 
1 Preſerved by: his power, into the land of Canaan we are 
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C HiCKnowtcdge is. 2 Seip 40 which moſt ee pretend: 
but, like the Philoſopher's ſtorie, it is a Secret, which none 

are maſters of, in its full extent. The myſtic writers ſuppoſe, 

that, before the fall, man's body was tranſparent, analogous to 

a ſyſtem of animated ebryſtal. Be this as it may, we are ſute, 
that, was the mind now to inhabit a pellucid body, ſo pellucid; 
as to make manifeſt all the thoughts and all the evil workings.of, 
the HOLIEST heart on earth; the fight would ſhock and frightgn, 
and aftoniſh even, the moſt proſligate ſinner on this ſide hell. 
Every man would be an inſupportable burden to himſelf,; and a. 
talking horror to the 15 of his ee For which reaſons, 
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© That. hideous Au, a noked human heart. a 


The moſt nMightedcd belieyer, i in the world, Bages not the. 
dit of his natural — nor is able to fathom that i in- 


ward 


An ESSA Y $9.3» LG1NAL Si. 29 
ward abyſs of iniquity, which i is perpetually Prong up. EG 
ond dit 3 and whieb, likes fptipg of 
woll, inſects and diſcolors the whole maſs.” Lax. the light of . 
ſeripture and of grace give, us ever ſuch 1. views of of ur- ; 
felves, and lead us ever ſo ſar into the chambers e ima y withe 5 
in, there ſtill are wore and gte abimindtioni"bey ond 5 * 
ſonieu hat fike che ages of eternity,” the farther we advance, 5 
auire there d be il {0620 eee, $0) eee ee ane 

The heart of man, ſays God, by the. prophet, #s deceftful, 9 
bove all things, and deſperately e who aan know it in 
ſaid the apoſtle, that it, in my fieſh, abſtracted from 1 
grace, dwaleth no good thing. —And, ſays. 2 greater t boch, 
Frum within, out of tbe BEAR of men men, frocede evi Mee 
adulteries; ſornicationt,” murders, the ſy coveteyueſ, wickedneſs, de 
ceit,  laſcivrouſneſs, an evil eye, blaſphemy, pride, foolifhneſs : all 
theſe evil things come x ROM ]] H, and defile the man (Mark vii), 
1s it poſſible, that any, who calls himſelf a chriſtian, can, after 
conſidering the above declaration of Chriſt, dare to term 
human mind, 4 ſbert of white paper No: it is, naturally,. 
ſheet of paper blotted and blurr'd throughout, S0 blotted and de- 
filed all over, that nothing but the ineſlimable blood of God, 
and the invincible' Spirit of grace, can make it clean and white, 
"Neither the temptations of ſatan, by: which we are exereiſed; 15 
not the bad ep of others, which we are ſo prone. | to imi> 
tate ; ate the cauſes of this ſpiritual and motal leproſy. Ther 
are but the dtcaſfors of ſtirring up, And of wy forth, the la: 
tent corruptions Within, If (as David f perks] our inwrd ee 
0 


were not v#ry tic bed, if we were not Baßen in ini quity 
cineivusd in ſin, if enmity to God and Teen WAs 555 mou 
into our vety ſrame and texture; tamptation and bad : example 
would bid fair io excite our abHorrence, . of e Engaging gut 
cothpliance;'contitiatifig our imitation, d operating 

ſuch general ſucceſs, The truth is, we 11 have an en 
byaſs to bad, which readily falls in with the iaftigations that 
preſent themſelves from without.” $ mills Alen { | QUITE. 
luward and exterior evif cateh at each other, y a fort of * 
pathy, reſulting from a ſameneis of affeQion, Nature, and. rela 
ow e * the og ringer, in ba bears, * OY 
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fire from the 


ſparks of temptation, Held a a match to ſnow, god 


no inflummation will enſue, But apply the march, to. gunpaw- | 
4 der, and the whole train is in a blaze, 
4 Hoy muſt ſuch an heart appear, if expoſed to the intuitive 
. view of un obſerving. angel . And, above all, how black muſt 
It Spears in the eyes of immenſe and yncreated. purity, of the 
is glorious in holineſs, and, compared with whom, 
: the er — 2 are not clean Judge of the infinite malignity 
& of ſin, by the Price which was paid to redeem us from it, and 
| by y the POwER which is exerted in converting us from the domi- 


fon of it. For the former, no leſs than the incarnation and 
death of God's own SON, could avail. For the latter, no leſs 
agency, than that of God's own SPIRIT, can ſuffice. ws | 

"The hints, already præmiſed, give us (as far as they go) the | 
Be moral picture of a fallen, ſoul : and ſuch, would all the de- 
| . Teendents of Adam appear in their own eyes, and cel themſelves 
| to be, did they, by the light of the Holy Spirit, ſee themſelves 
| in the pure, unflattering glaſs of God's moſt, perfect LA. 
This, likewiſe, is the view, in which the Church of England 
1 repreſents the ſtate of man by nature. Man, of his own na- 
| 40 ture, is flethly and carnal, corrupt and naught, ſintul and 
A diſobedicnt to God; without any ſpark of goodneſs in him, 
Without any virtuous or godly motion, only given to evil 
thoughts and wicked deeds, As for the marks of the Spirit, 
the fruits of faith, charitable and godly motions, if he have 
. any at all in him, they procede only of the Hoy Gnosr, 
# who is the orly worker of our ſanctification, and maketh, us 
new men in Chriſt Jeſus “.“ 

Strong as this painting is, it is no caricature. Not 2 lage 

- feature of our natural corruption is exaggerated, or over-char- 
bed. Tu that read, and 1 who write; yea, every individual * 
of mankind, that now lives, or ſhall hereaſter be born; may, 
with the church of old, plead guiity, to the whole indilment, 

» faying, M are all at an ew ed and all gr 8 ts | 
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I have read of an, Engliſh, painter, who, aſier only once 
meeting any ſtranger in the ſtioets, gould go home, and paint 
that perſon's picture to the life. Let us ſuppoſes that one, 
whoſe likeneſs had been take In, this magrers) ſuguld happen 
to ſee," unexpecrdly;” his Pe. It would tie hun. 


0 4 


Tue exact fAmilitule of he pez, alte nſestutes. and g mplexion, 


would eonvince Him th the cepreſengation; was de ed, for 


ae, Wee ir deen name. he. Wo ned d, ee dfb 
conſcious that he leber fat {7b piece,—ln the ſcriptures of 
tiutb, we have” a friking delineatian of human deprevity thta 
original fin.” Though we have not. ſat to the inſpired painters, 
the likenels ſuits us all. When the Spirit of, God holds up the 
mirror, and ſhevys us to ourſelyes e fre, we feel, we de- 
plore, our aþ»/acy from, and our tnab:lty to recgvery, the, image 


of his reckſtude. EXPERIENCE proves the horrid: likensſs true: 
and we need no afguments, to, convinge us, that, i,and.of 
ourſelves, we are ſpiritually wretched, and miſerable, and poor, 
and blind, and naked. 


* 


a te a arti yay of Gary 

But HOW] CAME' man into g flate, ſo different, from-that 
in which Adam was created? Few inquiries are ſo, important: 
and no ſubje& has given occaſion to more various and; extenſive 
diſquiſition. Multitudes of conjectures have been advanctd, 
and volumes upon volumes have been written, concerning the» 
origin of human . 75 iy ; Ms | a X 4 l . 
That Moral Evil, in almoſt every poſſible branch of it ; and 
that Natural Evil, as the conſequence! of morat; do actually 
abound all over the world, are, truths too evident to be denied. 
That che matter of fact it fo, will not admit a moment's d] 
pute. But, concergigg the primary cathſe and inlet of theſe evils, 

men are not fo unanimoully agreed. 8 Widg“ 
Some of the mare conſid 

heathen antiquity z pa 
the opinion was learned and adepted by PLUATo'; ſuppoſed, © 
that the ſpirits, which occupy and animate human bodies,  werg < 
a ſort of fallen angel + who, having been originally ſpirits 
very ſuperior rank, were, for miſbehaviour in a nobſer ſtare of 


” . 


- 


_pra-exiſtence, | dep;/ed from their ihtohes, df grade into hamm. 
fouls, and /b up in mortal bodies. Of courſe, thoſe philoſo- 
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de C onſiderable and judicious phlloſppders af | 
nigularly, the oriental ones ({romwhong » 


) 
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{ phers conſidered this earth as a place of baniſhment, and bodies as 
a kind of moving dungeon, where ſouls wander about, like pri- 
ſoners at large, obnoxious to a vaſt variety of pains and incon- 
veniencies; by way of penance for paſt miſdemeanors, and as 
a means of gradual purification, præluſive to their eventual re- 
ſtitution to the happineſs from which they had fallen. 

4 .Conformably to this view of things, Plato choſe to derive 
= [oma], the Greek word for body; from ¶ fema], which ſignifies a 
tomb, or ſepulchre : on ſuppoſition, that the body is that to a 
coul, which a grave is to the body; and that ſouls emerge from 
© the body, by death, as a bird flies from a broken cage, or as a 
captive eſcapes from a place of painful and diſhonot able cou- 
ſinement. 

Not 'a few of the eaſlern ſages purſued the idea of the p'z- 
exiſtence of ſouls to ſuch a length, as to ſuppoſe, that the im- 
material principles, which undoubtedly actuate the bodies of 
auimalcules, of inſet?s, and of brates, are no other than fallen 
ſpirits, reduced to a claſs of extreme degradation : That, in 
proportion to the crimes committed in their unembodied ſtate, 
they were thruſt into material vehicles, of greater or of leſs dig- 


nity: and That, paſſing through a ſucceſſive ſeries of trauſmi- 
gtations from à meaner body to a nobler, they rife. by conti- 


nual progreſſion, from animalcules to inſets, from inſeQs to 
birds or beafts, and from theſe to men; till, at laſt, they reco- 
ver the ſull grandeur and felicity of their or conditior. 

All theſe ſuppoſed changes and removals from an humbler body 
to an higher, were conſidered, by the philoſophers who adopt- 
ed chis hypotheſis, as ſo many ſtages both of puniſiment and of 
purgation; by which, as by ſteps rifing one above another, the 
impriſoned ſpirit grew more and more refined, its powers wi- 
dencd into greater expanſion, and Itſelf approached nearer to 
its original and its final perfection. 

I muſt own, that This was a train of conjectures —__ 
ingenious, and not a little - plauſible, when viewed as formed 
by peifons'-who had not the light of the BipLE to ſee by. 
And I believe; that, ſor my own part, I ſhould have fallen in 
wih chis ſyſtem, as the leaſt improbable, and the leaſt embar- 
* any (0thery; had net the gracious Providence of 5 
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| agel my birth and reſidence to à country, where the ſerip⸗ 
tures of inſpiration kindly hold the lam p to benighted reaſon. 

St. Paul, within the compaſs of two or three lines, com- 
priſes more, than all the numberleſs uninſpited volumes which 
have been written on the ſubject. By one man, /in entered into 
the world, and death by ſim: and fo [utos ], in this way, or w 
this chain of mediums death [dielthen] went through, mu 

men; inaſmuch as all have ſinned. Rom. v. 12. 

It is evident, from hence, that, previouſly to the firſt of- 
fence of that onve man, who was the Father of the human race; 
he was /inleſi, and, of courſe, happy, and drathleſs.—Let us, 
-for a moment, carry back our meditations to the garden of 
Eden, and endeavor to take a view of Adam, prior to his fall. 

- The ſacred oracles acquaint vs, that the Firſt Man was cre- 
ated ſpiritually and morally upright: nay, that he was made 
after the image of God; and was (in ſome teſpects, and with 
due allowance for the neceſſary imperſection inſeparable. from a 
ercature) the living tranſcript of HIM that formed him. 
| This phraſe, the image of God, is to be underſtood chiefly 
in a ſpiritual, and entirely in a figurative, ſenſe. It does not 
refer to the beauty, and to the erect ſtature, of the body; but 
to the holy and ſublime qualifications of the Sour, The grand 
outlines, therefore, of that divine reſemblance, in which Adam 
was conſtructed, were holineſs, knowledge, Wee eg 
and immortality. - | 

But man, being thus made in honor, abode not as he was 
made. For reaſons, beſt known to that unerring Providence 
which ordains and directs every event; it was the divine plea- 
ſure to permit an apoſtate ſpirit (whoſe creation and fall were 
prior to the formation of man) to preſent the poiſonous cup of 
3 : whereef our firſt Parents taſted, and, in taſting, 
e 
|. Whether any of the diſmal effects, which inftantly enſued, 
were partly owing to ſome phyſical quality In the fruit itſelf; of 
whether all the effects, which followed, were ſunply annexed, to 
that act of diſobedience, by the immediate will and power of 
God; were an enquiry, more curlous, perhaps, than .impor» 
tant. * * 


. 
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So, alſo, is another queſtion : which relates to the particu- 
lar kind of fruit, borne by the forbidden tree, Whether it was 
a pomegranate, or a Cluſter of grapes; an apple, or a citron; 
ſcripture has not revealed, nor are we concerned to know. 

This only we are ſure of, from ſcripture, reaſon, obſervation, 
and our own experience; that mankind, from that day forward, 
univerſa ly loft the perfection of God's image, that [theia phuſe}, 
and [omoirfis tõ The}, or divine nature, and likeneſs to God, as Plato 
calls it: and funk into, what the ſame philoſopher ſtyles, [is 
athem}, a ſtate ungodlike, and undivine, Our PurITY vaniſhed. 
Our KExowLEDGE ſuffered an almoſt total ecliple, Our Do- 
s was abridged into very narrow bounds: for no ſooner 
did man revolt from his obedience to God, than a vaſt part of 
the animal creation revolted from its obedience to man, Our 
Hapeingss was exchanged for a complication of infirmitys and 
miſerys. And our IMMORTALITY was Cut ſhort by one half; 
"a moiety of us (i. e. the body) being ſentenced to return, for 
a time, to the duſt from whence it ſprang. The Immortality 
of the doo ſeems to be the on!y feature of the divine likeneſs, 
which the fall has left entire, 

From hence, even from Adam's tranſgreſſion, procedes that 
[ataxia], or diſorder and irregularity, both of being and events, 

diffuſed through the whole world. Hence it is, that the earth 
bring» fo:th weeds, and Poiſonous vegetables, That the ſeaſons 
are variable, That the air is fraught with diſeaſes. And that 
the very food we eat, adminifters to our future diſſolution, even 
at the time of its contributing to our preſent ſuſtenance, 

Hence, alſo, procede the pains, and the evental death of in- 
ferior animals. All ſublunary Nature partakes of that cure, 
which was inflicted for the ſin of man. Whether theſe ranks * 

of innocent beings, which are involved in the conſequences of | 
human guilt, ſnall, at the times of the reſlitution of all things ®, : I 
be reſtored to a life of happineſs and immortality (which they 4 
ſeem to have enjoyed, in paradiſe, before the fall, and of which 
they became amen by a PINS not their own); $ 

; wit 
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with the wiſdom and goodneſs of that God, whoſe mercy is over 
all his works, It is my own private opinion (and, as ſuch only, 
advance it), that ſcripture ſeems, in more places than one, to 
warrant the ſuppoſition, Particu'arly, Rem viti. 19, 20, 21. 
which I would thus render, and thus punctuate: | The earneſtly 
wiſhſu! expetancy of the creation, i. e. of the brute-Creauon ; that 
implicit thirſt atter happineſs, wrought and kneaded into the 
very being of every creature. endued with ſenſitive life ; virtu- 
ally waits, with vehement defire, for that appointed, glorious ma- 
nifeflation of the ſons of God, Which is to take place in the mil- 
lenniary ſtate: for the creation, the lower animal creation, was 
ſubjected to uneaſineſs, not willing it, or through any voluntary 
tranſgreflion, committed by themſelves; but by reaſon, or on ac= 
count of + bim who ſubjected them to pain and death, in hope, 
and with a view, that this very creation ſhall likewiſe be emanci- 
ated, from the bondage of corruption, into the glorious liberty of the 
children of Gd. What a field, of pleaſing and exalted ſpecula- 
tion, does this open to the benevolent and philoſophic mind! | 
But I return, to what more immediately concerns ourſelves. 
When Adam fell, he fell, not onlv as a private individual, 
but alſo as a public perſon: juſt as the ſecond Adam, JESUS 
CHRIST the righteous, did aiterwards, in the fullneſs of time, 
obey and die, as the covenant-lurety and repreſentatiue of all his 
elect people. | 
The fiſt Adam acted. in our names, and ſtood in our Read, 
and repreſented our perſons, in the covenant of works, And, 
ſince his poſterity would have partaken. of all the benefits, reſult- 
ing from his continuance in the ſtate of integrity; 1 ſee not the 
injuſtice, 


—_— —_— 
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„So the word, (mataiotes), here uſed by the apoſtle, may, fairly, 
and without any ſtraining, be rendered, —Ponitur mataios) ſubſtantiwe. 


1 By Him who ſubjected the brutal world to miſerys, unprocured by 
ary ſin of their own ; may be underſtood, Adam himſelt: or, rather, 
the moſt high Gos, whole will it was, that the welfare, not only of 


mankind, hut alſo of every thing that lives, ſhould be ſulpended.on 
Adam's obedience, Th b 
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Injuftice, of their bearing u part in the calamitys conſequent on 
his. apoſtacy. We cannot but 'obſerve, in the common and 
daily. courſe of things, that children very frequently inherit the 
diſcaſes, the deſects, the poverty, and the loſſes, of their pa- 
rents, And if this be not unjuſt, in the diſpenſations of Provi- 


gence (for, if it was unjuſt, God would certainly order matters 


otherwiſe) ; why ſhould it be deemed inequitable, that moral as 

well as natural evil, that the cauſe as well as the e725, ſhould 
be tranſmitted, by a lad, but uninterrupted * from fa- 
ther to fon ? 

Many of the truths revealed in ſcripture, require ſome in- 
tenſeneſs of thought, ſome labor of inveſtigation, to apprehend 
them clearly, and to underſtand them rightly. But the nature! 
depravation of mankind is a FACT, which we haye proofs of, 
every hour; and which ftares us in the face, let us look which 
way we will. 

Indeed, we need not look around us, for demonſtration that 
our whole ſpecies has loft the i image of God, If the Holy Spirit 
have at all enlightened us into a view of our real ſtate, we need 
but look within ourſelves, for abundant proof, that our nature 


muſt have heen morally poiſon'd in it's ſource ; that our firſt 


Parent ſinned; and that we, with the reſt of his ſons, are ſha- 
rers in his fall So that, as good biſhop Beveridge obſerves (in 


his commentary on the Ninth of our church- articles), , Though 


there be no ſuch won ps, as Original Sin, to be found in 
« ſcripture; yet, we have All too ſad experience, that there 
« is ſuch a THING as Original Sin to be found in our hearts.“ 


Heathens themſelves have felt, and acknowledged, that they 

were depraved beings ; and depraved, not by imitation only, but 
Iy nature: or (as the church of England well expreſſes it) by 
 < Burth-Sin.” Hence that celebrated Saying, ſo uſual among 


the Greek. philoſophers, [Sumphuton antbropois to-amartanein},i. e. 


Moral evil is implanted in men, from the firſl moment of their ex- 
i/tence PL Aro goes fiill farther, in his treatiſe **De"Legidus * 
and directly affirms, that man, if not well and carefully cultivated,” 


is [ Zion agriotaton opoſa phuei gz}, the wildeſt and mis ſavagt of 7 alt ; 


enimals.—az1sTOTLE aſſerts the ſame truth, and almoſt in che 
ſame n.. with Plato. The very poets aſlerted the doclrine of 
human 
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buman corruption. So PRoPPRTIVS : Unicuigue dedit vitium 
natura create; i. e. Nature has infuſed vice into every created 
being. — And HoRACE obſerves, that youth is cereus in vitium 
fol z or © admits the imprefſions of evil, with all the eaſe and 

© readineſs of yielding wax.” And wan; Let the ſame poet 
inſorm us. Nemo vitiis fine ei »The ſeeds of vice are 
« innate in every man. 

Whence procede errors in . and en in Pra- 
tice? Evil tempers, evil defires, and evil words? Why is the 
real goſpel preached by ſo few minifters, and oppoſed by ſo many 
people? Wherefore it is, that the Virtues have ſo generally 
took their flight ? that 
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—— — Heger. Puder, Verumque, Fideſqu . 3 
In quorum ſubiare locum Fraudeſque, Dolique, _ ' 
Inſidiægue, et Vis, et Amor ſceleratus habendi ? 


ORIGINAL SIN anſwers all-theſe quæſtions, in a moment: 
Adam's offence was the peccatum peccans (as, J think, St. Av- 
sI nervoſely calls it), the fin that till goes on ſinning in all 
mankind : or, to uſe the juſt and emphatic words of Caryin 
(Inflitat, I. iv. c. 15.) Heæc perverſitar nunquam in nobis c:ſſat, 
ſed novas affidut ſruttus parit non ſecus atque incenſa ſornar 
famman et ſcintillas perpetus eat, aut ſcaturigo aquam fine fine 
egerit + + corruption of our nature is always operative, and 
© conſtantly teeming with unholy fruits: like an heated furnace, 
0 2 is perpetually blazing out; or like an inexhauſtible 

Spring of water, which is for ever ee up _ ſending 
. E its rills.” 

So terrible a calamity, as the Univerſal Infection of our whole 
ſpecies,” is and muſt have been the conſequence of ſome grand 
and primary tranſereſſim. Such a capital puniſhment would ne- 
ver have been inflited on the human race, by the God of in- 
hnite. juſtice, but for ſome adzquate, preceding offence. It is 
undeniably certain, that Me, who ate now living, are in actual 
poſſeſſion of an evil nature; which nature we brought with ws 
into the world: it is not of our own acquiring, but was 
* Caft and mingled with our very frame; 
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We were me in a flare of ſevere mora | ede. As 
- $00N\ as we began to be, And yet, it was ingÞ>{fible for us to 
have ſinnad, in our own HIPS, antecedent to yur actua ex- 
Mine. | 
"This reflection * up our enguiry, to that. docttine which 
alone can ſolve the (otherwiſe, inſuperable difficulty now ſtart- 
ed; vis. to that doctrine, which aſſerts The ImyuTATION of 
Adam diſobedience to all his offspring. And hich is, I. bund- 
ed on ſcripture evidence; and, II. adopted by the Church of 
England; and, III. not contrary to human reaſon, —l will juſt 
touch on theſe three particulars, 
I. God's word expreſly declares, that, By the di i [obedience of 
One man, many were conſtituted ſinners; Rom. v. 19. They are, 
in the divine eſfimation, conſidered as guilty of Adam's own 
per ſenal breach of the prohibitory command. Now, the judg- 
ment of God is always according to truth, He would not deem 
us güfſty, unleſs'we were ſo. And guilty of our fuſt parent's 
 effeicce We cannot be, but in a way of imputation. 


ie offence of Ont [« di enos paraptomatos], by one Th ANS- 


ESSION, Judgment came upon all men, unto cond:mngtion ; 


SR Rom: v. 18. Which could not be, unleſs that one e 


Was placed to our account. 


By one man, ſin entered into the world, and death by. "fro. 
. 405 paſſed upon all men, for all that have Jumed. Rom. v. 12. 
Yea, Death reigned, and flill continues to reign, even over 
"THEM. that bad wor sINNED gſter the” fimilitude of © Adam's 
tranſgreſſion : v. 14. Infants are here deſigned by the apoſtle : 
| who, have not ſinned, actually and in their own perſons, as A- 
dam did, and yet are liable to temporal 'death, | Wherefore, 
then, do 101 die ? Is not diath the wages of fn? Moſt cer- 
tainly. ſeeing it is inconteſtably clear, that not any 


individual among the numberleſs M1L:LT6Ns who bave dyed in 
"Infancy, was Capable of committing attual tin ; it follows, that 
_ they: tinned repreſentatively and implicitly in Adam. Elſe, they 
would not be intitled to that death which is the wages of ſin, and 
tothoſe diſeaſes by which' their death is occaſioned; and to that 
* them I in dying. A majority of 


the 
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tat Hill Fave are ſuppoſed to the under the age of ſeven - 
years, A phenomenon, which we ſhould never ſce, under the 
adminiitration of 2 juſt 7 and gracious God, if the young perſons 
ſo dying had not been virtually eomprehended in the perſun of 
Adam when he fell, and if the guilt of bis fall was not ĩmpu- 
ted to them, Nothing but the zmputation of That, can ever be 
able to account for the death of thfants; any more than for the 
vitioſity, the ae nne the un and the 
death, of men. N 
II. This js we doctrinè of the Church of England: « we 
« were caft into miſerable captivity, by breathe of God's cm- 
&« mandment IN our fo ff pans Adam.“ (>ecand Homily on 
The Miſery of Man). 
Original Sin is the fault, AND corruption of the nature, of 

* every man,” (Article IX.)—The torruption, or defilement, 

is our's by inhzrency : we ourſelves are the ſeat of it. But 
Original Sin can be our faut, only by imputation, and in no 
other poſſible way 
« Dearly beloved, ye have prayed that our Lord jeſus Cbriſt 

& would vouchſaſe to releaſe (this child) of his Ant. Baptif- 
mal Office). In the eftimation, therefore, of our church; every 
infant is not only chargeable with foi, in the ſingular number; 
but with fins; in the plural. To wit, with iatrinſec defilement, 
as the ſubject of an unholy-nature': and with the imputed _ 
of the firſt man's apoſtacy from God, 
III. There is noching contrary, in all this, to W tea- 
for, and to the uſual practice of men. 
There is not a ſingle nobleman, or perſon of property, who 
Hoes not act, or who has not acted, as the rovenant-bead of his 
poſterity 5 ſuppoſing bim to have any; 
Even a leaſe of lives, figned by a legal freeholder; and, ſome- 
times, the total alienation of an eftate; for cver; are binding 
on (perhaps, the un- born heirs and ſucceſſots of the PR 
, hin grants the leaſe, or ſigns away the property. 
A perſon of quality commits high tteaſon. For this, he not 
h torſeits u ou life ; but alſo: his blood (i. e. bis family) 


c 
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mum his DESCENDENTS, . His children, and their children to 
ans of the chapter, Joſe their, peerage and, loſe, theic lands, 


i tho che ſather only was (we'll ſuppoſe} ,in fault. 2117 „Hoi 


Thus the honors and eftates, of ul! the heirs in England, 


| are. ſuſpended on. W loyalty of each pteſent e 


reſpeRtively ! S101 F 2 . hot LS 1009 das As ite 

Wpbere, then, is the unreaſonableneſs; of Len. 
Adam crime? Why might not the.welface,, and the rectitude, 
of all his poſterity, be ſuſpended on the /ingle, thigad of li in- 
tegrity.? And what becomes of the, empty cavils that are let off 
Fab thoſe portions of holy writ which aſſures the that In Adam. 


3 


But LL did Adam's p primary e Of . nature „ 


was e which I * r I ; 
i826 4 0 | IE. DOG en te e317) $50 
. Brought dub into the world, _ all our. e, 9 e 


89 137% 0 bes 14810 87 


The: Scholaſtic alas whoſe diftinQions ned, N e 
much too ſubtil, and ſometimes quite inſignificant; ſeem to have 


hit the mark of bis enquity, with ſingular ſxill and exactneſs. 


They very properly diſtinguiſh On ioi wN Sin, ent 


they call Peccatum originans," and Peccatum originam. 


By Prttatum originans, they mean the ip/5ſimum, or the very. 
ai#itſelf, of Adam's offence in tafting the forbidden fruit. 

By Peccatum originatum, they mean that" act, ' confidered' as” 
nter 1% N. Which tranſmiſſion includes it's IM G- 
TATION' 10 us, in point of guilt; and that internal, hereditaty 


Potro rox, which has vitiated every faculty of man from that 


moment to this. With regard to the latter, a very flight ac 


qua intance with Ourſelves muſt convince us that we have it. 


Andꝭ as ſor the Nan T via. the article of Imputation ], it could 
not have taken place, if Adam had not ſuſtained oun perſom a 


and ſtood or fallen. as, our legal repreſentativ e. 


Conſider Original Sin as reſident in Us, and it is very juſtiy 


defined: by our qhurch to be that corrupt byaſs, ( whereby man 


« is very far gone [quan longi ſimè diſfrt, is removed to tb 


> * . 


2 to evil; o bst the fem Toffeth 
«*ehwayi” cbntrary to the Spirit“ (Art. IX.) Upon Whith 
definition, the life of every man is, more or leſs, {pail 
Geenen it wud 20h We 20 4t2367tS ee ene 241 run 
But, Honor erit huic quogue pam. Many, and of the uttnot 
importance, are the conſequences, deducible from this' breit 
ſoapture doctrinel I ſhall briefly point out a fe-. 
We learn," from benee, That, Which the antient heathens 
in vai attempted to dico r; viz. the door, by Which natural 
evit (as ſicknefs, afflictions, ſorrow, pain, 9400 entered into 
the World: namely, the fin of Adam. "Though the 724/228 why 
God permitted Adam to fin, are as deeply in the dark as ever ; 
what" we do know of God, entitles Him, ſurely, to th ſmall _ 
tribute at our hands, viz, that we repoſe our faith, with an ab- 
ſolute, an implicit, and an unlimited acquieſcence, on his un- 
ering wiſdom and will: ſafely confident, that what Jauch a Be- 
ing ordains and permits, is and muſt be right : however inca- 
pable we may find ourſelves, at preſent, to diſcern and pay 
hend the full propriety of his moral government. 
2. Hence, too, we learn the infinite ſrrenge, and 42 
ſpeakable preciouſneſs, of Hit ELe2TING love. Why were any 
choſen, when ali might juſtly have been: paſſed by? Becauſe He 
was.reſolyed, for his own name's ſake, to mate 4nown the r1ches 
of his glory, i. e. of his glorious grace, on the veſſels of me. 
whom He therefore prepared unto gli. 7 
3. Let this, O believer, humble you under the michty-hand 
. of God: and'convince you, with deeper impteſſion than if ten 
thouſand 2 were to preach it from heaven, that slectiam is 
not: werf, but of Him that calleth, Not your merit, but t 
unmetited mercy, mercy itreſpective of either your good works 
or. your bad one, ee EY e 
bogk of life, . To Seer ;> 
4. So 1 are we e allen by e that et et 
bute any thing towards our recovery. - Hence it was God's own 
arm which: brought ſalvation, It is He that makes. us hir people, 
an the herp f 115-paſture 3 not We ourjelues, * The church ſays 
3 9 that + We are by nature —— 
1 1 
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of God's A but we are not able to make our ſelves the 
$-chi!drewand inheritors of God'y glory We are ſheep that 
tun aſtray, but M αν. ui our own power come again to 
<< the ſheepfold. We baye neither faith, charity, hope, pa- 
e tienge, or any thing elſe that good ie, but of God, [Theſe 
Fs yirtueg be the ſruits ofthe Hou Gao and not the-. fruits 
60 of man. ie cannot bin a gnedthought, of outſelves: 
much leſs can we ſaꝝ well, or do gell, of ourſelves. (Ho- 
mil. on the Miſery of Man). We arcs in: ſhort, what. the 
fſaripture, affirms us to be, naturally daad in treſpaſſes and fins: 
and no dead man can male himſelf ta differ ſrom another. Con- 


verſion is a New Birtb, a;Reſurrefion, a new, Creation. What 


infant ever begat himſe!f? what inanimate,carcaſe _ quickened 


| and raiſed itlelt,? what creature ever created itſelf ? nag 
FgBoaſt not, then, of 


your te- till. | for it is, like what the 
prophet, ſaith of Ninevah, empty, and : vaig, and waſtes, They 
that, ſeel not this, reſemble delirious perſons, in, a high ſever; 


ho imagine, chat nothing ails them, while, in, fact, they are at 
the very gates of death. Nay, mankind, i in thei, native fate, are 


Mare than 41 the gates of death. [ The traveller, in the parable, 
who went down from, Jeruſalem. to Jericho, and fell among 


| Jobbers, is faid to hate been left haſf-dead.; but the degenerated 


ſons of Adam are, ſpiritually ſpeaking, /fari-dead to God. An 
untenewed man has not one. ſpiritual ſenſe. leſt : no hearing of 
the promiſes; no „gbr of his on miſery, nor of God 's, boli- 


* ,nels, nor of the perſect purity of the Jaw, nor of Chriſt as an 
5 abſolute Saviour,,, nor of the bleſſed Spirit, as the. revealer of 


Ohꝛiſt in the heart; ng 10% of the Father's everlaſting loye, 
nor of communion, with bim through the miniſtration of, the 
Holy Ghaſt; no feeling. of grace, in a Way. of convidtion, com- 
_ fort, and ſanQification ; no bungerings and. #hir ſtings after ſpiri- 
tua erjoyments and ſweet aſſurances ; no motive tendencys, no 
_ outgoings of ſou), after the blood, righteouſneſs, and interceſ- 
Hon, of Jeſus Chriſt, If we experience theſe, they | are' indi- 
cations of ſpiritual LIFE: and we may take thoſe reviving words 


"to ourſelyes, Fih and blood hath not revealed. this unto thee, but 
* wo: * is in \ heaven, 3 


Na- e 


5 Bo 
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8. Beg the Lond to ſhew;you: the depth of | your fall. © Free 
grace, fniſhed ſalvation, imputed righteonſneſs, atoning blood 
unchangeable merey, and the whole chain of evangelical bleſ- 
ſings, ill then be infinitely precious to your heart. 
6. Prize the covenant of redemption, which is better eo- 
venant, and founded upon better promiſes, than that which 
Adam broke. The covenant of Worts ſaid, * Do, and lte: 
0 ſin, and dye.“ Tbe covenant of "Grace ſays,” „ win be 
e mereiſul to their unrightebuſneſs, and their ſins and their ini- 
«--quitys will J remember no more.“ The covenant of Works 
inſiſted on à perfection of perſonal obedience: the covenant of 
grace provided and accepts the — nen r — 
2 of Chriſt, as ours. fat 
This ſhews, both the „y and ee of Apen on 
our own works for ſalvation. Which ſoul-deſtroying delufion is 
is founded on ignorance that the covenant of works was broken 
and annulled the very moment Adam fell. I mean, annulled, 
as to any poſſibility of ſalvutian by it: elſe it is ſtill in ful force, 
as the miniſtration of condemnation and death to every foul that 
finally clings to it for pardon and eternal liſe. Man, unfallen, 


might have been ſaved by works. But there is no deliverance 


for Fallen man, except by the free grace of the Father, and the 
imputed righteouſneſs of a-ſacrificed Redeemer.— Therefore, 


7, Let the ſenſe of our original depravation, of our conti- 


-nucd' vitenefs, and the impoſſibility of our being ſaved in a legal 
way, induce us to prize the blood, obedience, and interemſſion of 
Jzsvus, the ferond Adam, the Lon p from heaven. This is 
the inference, drawn by the apoſtle himſelt, from the doctrine 
I have been aſſening. Thereſore, ſays he, . as by tbe offence "of 
One, judgement came upon all men [even upon all the ele them- 
ſelves}, unto condemnation; fo, by the R1iGHTEQUSNEs8 of ONE, 
\the free gift came upon all men [upon ' the oleQ, believing 
world] unte juſtification of life : for as, by one man's diſobedience, 
many were made finners; ſo by the OBEDLENCE of ONE, ſhall 
many. be made righteous. Rom. v. 18, 19.— And, elſewhere, St. 
Paul reaſons in the ſame manner: A [i. e. all God's elect, no 
leſs than others] buve ſinned, and come fhort of the glory of Gd. 
What i is * conſequence ? Ir is immediately added, being jufti- 
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ſed FREELY, by his GRACE, through the REDEMPTION that is 

in Jesus Cunisr. Rom, iii. 23, 

8. e likewiſe the nece 4 ood Qual 
calling” Why does our Lord ſay, that; except @ be BORN 
AGAIN, he cannot ſee the kingdem of God ? Recauſe we are te- 
tally ſinſul and corrupt by natute: as uffit ſor, and as incapable 

aſ enjoying, the glorys of the cceleſtial world; as a beetle is, of 
| being, elevated to the dignity and office of z firſt miniſter of Rate, 

9. Since ſucly is the natural ndition A mand with fegard'to 
| Pe. itual things; take heed that you do not look upon Election, 
| Juſtification, Redemption, and Regeneration, as mere technical 
rms, belonging to dioinityꝛas Þ ſy ſtem, or ſciences They are 
infinitely more. Theſe and ſuch-like terms are expreſhye of the 
greateſt and moſt important reolitys : vthout the experience of 
which, we are condemn'd, ruin'd, - loſt. 

10. The doctrine of Original Sin is the baſis of the Millenium. 
T he earth, which is diſurder d and put out of eburſe, thro' the 
offence of man; ; will be reſtored to its primitive. beauty, purity, 
and regularity, when Je$us ſhall deſcend 1 in * with 
bis ſaints. 2 Pet. 16: 43+) ig + O99} 147 

11. Original Sin accounts for-the elude er Bens; tco 
viſible in them that are born of 'God; The brighteſt ſaints be- 
Jow ever had, and ever will have, their dark fides. Abraham, 
Noah, fob, David, Hezekiah, Jeremiah, Paul, Peter, John, 
were ſandify'd but in part, On earth; God's converted people 
are each a compound of light and ſhades, In glory, we ſhall 


de all light, without any mixture of ſhade Whatever. 


22. Since the earth, and it's inhabiters, are degenerated from 
their original ſtate; let not believers be afraid to che. 

« Death has no pang, but what frail life imparts ; 

<< Nor life true joy, but whiat kind death 1 improves.” 
By quitting it's mortal cage, the heaven-born sour is delivered 
from all it's fins, and cares, and pains; and kindles into perfec- 
tion of holineſs, and majeſty; and joy, At the appointed time, 
the gor too will partake of complete redemption and be de- 
Hiver'd, totally and eternally deliver d, into the glorious liberty 
and dignity of the children of "God, ——Acompiſp, Lon p, the 
mne , thine thi, and haſten thy kingdom ! / HYMN 
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5013 1 3 E, Holy Ghoſt, our ſouls inſpire. 
And warm with uncreated fireh! 0 


4 + Fhouthe Anointing Spirit art, ang or 
Who doſt thy ſevenfold giir — it mal +16 
Thy bleſſed unction from above JS. 
en. "_ and el love. - ve ta n a 
ere | ur et wy wat 
mak y | II. 7 6* 5 £145} Ago AH 
FT Enable with perpetual e.. Pant 51997 
* . The dullneſs of our blinded fi ight #3. 2 ord 110 
Anoint and cheat us, all our days, ? 
Wich the abundance of thy gtac 
Our foes convert; give peace at home : 


Where thou art guide, no ill Can come, 1 a 


steiles a te hes, the FATHER, don; ' gninivp val 
Ms And Tur; a Trinity in One 
| That, thro' the ages all along od do nom 
Ibis may be our endleſs ſongng g 2 
Ted! , Praiſe to thy eternal lo. t e d 
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C Gen. xlix. 10 Wenn 4707 b, ge, nor 4 
lawgiver from between bis feet, until SarLon nes a unto 
| Him er &- mar! a well be. — | 4 p55 to » 


15.404 134 id * { 
gi tes und wes vat jr 4s 
. Tune remarkable. pallzge is a link of that, grapd vain of || 
F prophecy, which was delivered, by the patriarch. Jacob, | 
on bis dying bed. Such are the faithfulneſs and the cgadeſcend- a 
ing grace of God, that he frequently brightens aht 4% hours of | 
bis people, with the richeſt diſplays. af his poet and preſence: | 
nor does any thing, ſhort:of; heaven itſelf, afford à nobler fight, 
than that of a believer ſtanding on he verge of eternity, | filled 
with the faith which.caſts out fear, happy is the aſſured poſſeſ 
ſion of grace, Dran for nen of that * in 
glory. 0 a * gan 256 U "4 
Hence, I have often e J, "hind any conſiderate perſon 
can be an enemy to the doctrine of aſſurance. There is but one 
thing, which can render doath terrible: namely, aus being at 
an wncertainty, as to the reception we ſhall meet with, at thc 
bands of God. Certainly, then the 4nowledge of ſalvation, by 


the forgiventſs in, through. the tender mer of our God, 
(Luke i. 77.),,is a privilege which well.deſerves to be * 


1 as Xa 


bas dogs Who. on: 


MEDITATIONS. is 


* prched for. 0 have the sri of God bearing witneſs to 
our ſpirits, that we ace children of. God (Kom. vüi. 16). is, at 


leaſt, à very e bleſſing: Abd, were our hearts thorough- 


ly awakened'to s ſenſe of dine things; it would de impoſſible 
ſor ust to fe. n,. eaſy and contented; without” Tome degree of 
this exe Sent and precious xlft. Suxely, it behoves us to 
cultiva pe IBul, in fire, which is the only infallible antidote Againſt 
the teffors of death! 4 do'nor tiy, chat alfa ance, of my own 
pctſonal intereſt jn Jeſus, is eſſential to my faith « 4s a real heliever 
in him: but I. am poſitively clear, that it is eſſential to my fu!l- 
neſs of comfort. Aſſurance adds nothing to the ee juſtifcutionit, 
or to the being off uftification: but it adds much to the bene N 
juſtiflcati, or to the well-being of a Judit a 'd perſon. 
Holy Jacob was fully ſatisfyed, as to the ſafety of his foul. 
He knew, that his name was written in the book of life; and 


that his ſalvation was ſettled, in the eternal covenant of grace 


and redemption. He had a bleſſed conviction, that the Sow of 
God, whoſe human nature was to deſcend from his loins | in the 
tribe of Judah, had undertaken to atone for. his ſins; and to 
cloath him, by imputation, with a perfe& righteouſneſs» | In 
conſequence of this faith, when the time drew near that Iſrael muſt 
the (chap. xlvii, 29) Jacob drew neat to the time, with 25 
much joy,” as the time drew near to him with ſpeed. For we 
find him (Chap. xlviii. © 21.) ſpeaking of his own approaching 
death, with as much eaſe and complacency, , as if he Was. only 


ting out on 4 journey of pleaſure: . Iſrael Jaid anti Foſeph, 


« Benoty, Ir.“ He perceived the ſymptoms © | Advancing 
diſſolution: and the proſpect conduced, not to alarm his, fears, 
nor to rivet him cloſer to the world ; but operated like the ſhin- 
ing of the fun; or the breathings of zephyr, off a flower. It 
expanded his hope; enlarged his deſire for heaven ; and diffuſed 
tho fragrance of his faith, onall within the ſphere of his con- 
* n To. 5 

greatly . ervitont fiat longed t be Ache, and to 
Ft, Cb; be would not dye, till he had firft taken à ſo- 
lemn leave of his family, by Urffng them in the name of the 
Lord; and by pr edifing the fate of their polteritys, At preſent, 
Foun only conſider his laſt addreſs to JuDam, his fourth ſon. 
G Fudah 
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50. MEDITATIONS 


Judab, thou art he, tubam thy brethren hall pratfe : i. e. thy tribs 
ſhail be the moſt conſpicuous and diftinguiſhed, on various ac- 
counts. In that portion of Canaan, which ſhall fall to thy de- 
ſcendents and to thoſe of Benjamin, the city of Jeruſalem ſhall 
be built, and the temple of God ſhall ſtand. But chiefly ſhalt 
thou be celebrated, as the progenitor of that ſpotleſs mother, 
from whom the Son of God ſhall derive his inferior nature: and, 
within the near neighbor hood of thy territory, ſhall "ou luler- and 
expire, for the falvation of his people, . 


Ty hand ſhall bt in the neck of thy enemy, and thy father s bil 
aren Hall bow down before thee : referring to that valor, and ſuc- 
ceſs in war, for which this'ttibe became ſo eminent, and ſo re- 
ſpected by its neighbors. This is expreſs'd, with ſtill greater 
ſublimity, at verſe 9. Judah is à lion's whelp : though young, 
yet ſtrong, courageous, formidable, and magnanimous, From 
the prey, my ſon, thou art gone up : victorious as that king of 
beaſts, when he aſcends, with majeſtic pace, from the p'ains to 
the mountains; fluſhed with the conqueſt, and red with the 
Naughter, of inferior animals. He flooped down ; be couched as a 
lion, and as an old lim + who ſhall reuſe him 2 ? implying, that 
this branen of the 1frzc)itiſh nation ſhould enjoy (as in fact they 
did) a long ſeries of reſt, honor, and proſperity 3 and that the 
tribe of Judah could no more be inſulted with ſaſety, than a 
ſheep or a deer can rouſe and irritate a lion with impunity, — 
What grandeur and vivacity of genius muft Jacob retain, even 
in that hour when ſtrength and genius uſually fail; to be able to 
convey bis ideas in ſuch auguſt terms, and in a flow of ſuch high- 
ly poetic imagery | Who, that reads this chapter, would ima- 
gine, that elevated ffrains like theſe, ſtrains Which would have 
done honor to the muſe of Homer, warbled from the lips of a 
dying. man ? of a man, too, laboring under the utmoſt bodily 
decays of age, and over whoſe head no fewer than 147 yon had 
paſt ! 

But the moſt valuable part of the prophecy, is that which re- 
lates to the incarnation of J=sUs CHR18T : The ſceptre Hall not 
depart ſi om Judah, nor @ lawgiver from between his feet, until 
| Sui come; and to Him reds * r of the * be. 
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MEDITATIONS. 51 


+ Of all regal ornameiits, the ſceptre is believed to be the moſt 
antient. And, probably, it's origin was extremely ſimple. It 
ſtems to have taken it's riſe from the creo, wielded,” in earlieſt 
times, by the harmleſs hand of a ſhepherd. 1+ Agreeably to which 
idea, it ſignifys from the Hebrew, he fed, be exerciſed the office 
of .a ſhepherd; ' and, likewiſe, he. ruled, he grverned at a magt- 
rate. So the Greek word [ Poimen ]. a ſhepherd, is derived from 
the veth { Pei maine], which imports, both to ſeed, and to govern. 
A ſtaff, primarily the inſtrument and the emblem of paſtoral ſu- 
petintendency, appears to have been, from thence, transferr'd 
to the hand of royalty. So that, whenever kings look upon 
their ſceptre, that ſignificant enſign of authority ſhould remind 
them of the tender affection they owe to their. people; and of 
that fine leſſun, addrefs'd to each of our Engiiſh biſhops at the 
time,of their conſecration (a leſſon, equally proper for princes, 
as for prelates): Be, to the flock of Chriſt, a ſhepherd, not a 
„ woll.. Feed them: devour them nit. Hold up the weak, Heal 
&« the ſick. Bind up the bioken. Bring again the outcaſts. Seek 
the loſt, Be ſo merciful, that you be not toe remiſs : ſo minifler 
« diſcipline, that qou negli not mercy . . Some antient ſceprres 
(particularly of the earſier kings of France) are affirmed to have 
been conſiderably longer than a. modern walking-ſtick, and to 
have been curved at the higher end, exactiy like a ſhepherd's rod. 
The Greek word [Skeptrex} (from whence the Latin ſceptrum, 
and the Engliſh {ceptre) properly denotes a faff, or 'wand, of 
ſuffictent length for @ perſon to lean upon : and it ſignifies from the 
Hebrew, in ftrictneſs, a fa, made of a fhoat, or flraight bow 
of. tree. Such as were the ſtaves of the primitive ſhepherds and 
herdſmen, __ 

By that Sceptre, which, for a given time, was nt to depart 
from Judab, is undoubtedly meant, the adminiſtration of tem- 
poral power. Hence the Septuagint render the paſſage be, Ont 
ebleipſei archon ex Juda], A ſupreme governor Hall not ſail out of 
Fudah; i, e, the ſupreme government, in that tribe, ſhall be 
| Jewiſh, ill the Meſfiah's advent. The words, ſceptre, and 
laugiver. are, here,, explicatoty of each other: and mutually 
| denote, 
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denote. a ſerits"of native Governars, wh ſhould rule the Nuit 
mation ucrording to it's own Zatb. And the ſenſe of the whole 1s, 
har Judah ſnculd continue #8NinE tribe by Tefelf ;' and that it's 
e Jurtſdiction ſhould, under ſome form or other, and with a 
s Etenter of leſs degree of aathopity, *temain in Jewiſh hands. 
till the Incarnation of God the So.: but that, He being come; 
te Jews mould, ſoon after, loſe their intrinſee power and au- 
thority; 28 à nation; ceaſe to be governed, by fulers'of their 
own; be ultimately diſpoſſeſs'd of the land, in which they had 
ſo long dwelt; and ſubjected to the dominion of the Gentiles, 
among whom they ſtiould be diſperſed, and fifted as in a ſieve, 
over the whole * W tittle 2 which n. . 
to paſs. 

On this illuſtrious Prophecy; utter d almoſt cighiden hundred 
years before the birth ot Chriſt, prophane Hiſtory may be con- 
ſider q as the beſt commentary. We there find, that the ſceptre 
did (not actually depart, but) sein to depart from Judab, or 
verge towards a departure, within little” more than a centuiy 
prior to our Lord's nativity, when Jeruſalem was beſieged and 
taken by Pompey; and nn we then king of Frans was 
ſent priſoner to Rome. 7 

As the manifeſtation of God * human geh drew uber the 
ſymptoms of the departing ſceptre grew ſtil} more viſible. The 
ſucceſſive expeditions of Gabinius, of Craſſus, and of Oraſſius, 

"againſt this devoted people; contributed to prepare the way for 
the ſulfi ment of Jacob's 1 : — * Lge procluimed, 
| that SHILOH would ſoon appear. 

The Sceptre, however, was not, hitherto, "departed from Ju- 
dah : their civil power and independency, 'tho' checked, were 
not extinguiſhed. + They were fill governed by 'megi/hr ates of 
their oun; and were even treated, on various occafions, not as 
dependents, but as friends and allies of the Roman ſtate. 


A ſew years lower, when Herod (flatteringly ſurnamed, the 
great), a native of Edom, was appointed Tetrarch, and (ſoon 
after King) of Judza, chiefly by his-intereſt with Mark Antony; 
the Prophecy drew nearer to it's accompliſhment. But though 
the throne was now, for the firſt time, filled by a foreigner; 
all, — — of Agra Herd vever ©; 


or 


! 
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br et leaſt aſfocvd 0p revere, .the Moſaic inſtitutions; and even 
ſebuilt the temple, at à vaſt expence. The ſubordinate magi- 
ſtracy, alſo, conſiſted of, Jews: as did the ſanhedrim, which was 
their higheft court of judicature. The ſceßtre, therefore, tho d- 
ng fait, was not entirely gens from Judah, e er SHILOH came: 
ſt was born, towards the cloſe of this Herod's reign: i. e. 
while the political and eccleſiaſtical conftitution of Judgea were 
ſubſiſting. +/ Herod, indeed, was in ſome ſenſe tributary to the 
Roman empire: but the Jews themſelves were, for the moſt part, 
in full poſſeſſion of their civil and religious rights. 
When our blefſed Savior was about twelve years of ige, the 


ſceptre TOTALLY departed from Fudab, For, Herod (who dyed 


while our Lord was yet an infant) was ſucceeded by his fon - 


Archelaiis: which Archelaiis, after reigning about ten years, was 
depoſed and baniſhed by the emperor Auguſtus. From thence- 


forward, the tribe of Judah, which had fo long been diftinguiſh- 


ed by it's dignity and pre-eminence, was reduced to a Roman 
Province, and became an appendage to the empire. Quirinius, 
præfect of Syria, was commiſſioned to take poſteſſion of the 


country, in the 'emperor's name; and Coponius, a Roman . 


knight, was ſent to preſide over it, as lieutenant governor. 
Thus did the ſceptre, at length, depart from Judah, and a 
lawgiver from between his feet. Auguſtus drove the nail to the 
head: and Titus clinched it, within forty year's after our Lord's 
crucifixion z when the city and temple were utterly deſtroyed, 
and thoſe of the Jews, who eſcaped immediate death, were fold 
for ſlaves into every part of the known world. 
In this manner, does Divine Providence give completion to 
it's eternal and immutable purpoſes. All the prædicted events 
that ever came to paſs, and this among the reſt, are ſo many 
landing ptooſs of God's prædeſtination and foreknowledge, Ne- 
eeſſty is but another name for certainty of event ;, without which, 
there could be no fuch thing as intallible fore#nowledge : and, 
without infallible forcknowledge, there could be no ſuch thing 
as infallible propbecy. 7 

Such exact and wonderſul accompliſhments prove, alſo, the 
divine original of the Scriptures. Moſt of the leading incidents, 
"WE evil or lacred, of genera! impoꝛ tance eiter to the 

church 
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church or to the world, were foretold in the BIBLE... The four 


univerſal, Mona chys, for inſtance ; the advent, the ſuf; rings. 


the reſurrection, and the aſcenſion, of the Meſſiah; the mira- 
culous deſcent of the Hely Ghoſt; the abolit: ion of the levirical 
ceconomy ; the ruin and diſpetſion of the Jews z. the calling of 
the Gentiles; the ten general perſecutions; the vaſt ſpread. of 
chriſtianity through the Roman empire; the tiſe, progreſs, and 
continuance of Popery, and of Mahometiſm; with a multitude 
of great. events beſide, were circumſtantially foretold in the ſa- 
_ cred writings of thc old and new teſtament. . Fiom hence te- 
ſults ſuch an invincible demonſtration of the truth of chriſtianity, 
as all the infidels in the world will never be able to ſurmount, 
while the ſun and moon endure, We ourſelves now, and ſce, 


that many of the ſcripture-propheeys have been completely fulfil- 


led; and that others of them are now fulfilling, even at this 
very time. Thus, with regard to the Ius: we have all the 
evidence it is poſſible to have, that the prophet Hoſea wrote by 
divine inſpiration, when he affirmed (chap, iii. 4.), that the chil- 
Aren of Iſrael fhall abide many days without a king, and without a 
prince and without ſacrifice, and without an ephod, and without 
teraphim. This has, actually and literally, been the caſe with 
them, for rather more than 1700 years paſt; and continues to 
be fo, at this preſent moment. Every Jew we meet, is a living 
Proof, that the ſceptre is indeed departed from Judab, and a law- 
giver from between his feet, 

"Tis certain, therefore, that the promiſed Suren, is come: 
and JESUS CHRIST the righteous, in whoſe childhood the 
- ſceptre departed, is both the Son of the moſt high God, and 
likewiſe the true Meſſiab, / whom Moſes in the Law, and the 
prophets, did write. | 

SHILOH, may be rendered the benz alſo the Sauen likewiſe, 
the peaceable, and the proſperous one, The Septuagint tranſlates, 
or rather paraphraſes it, by, [ 9.9 apoketmena J. i. e. He for 
whom (all) things are laid up, or kept in ſtore. In his adorable 
perſon, and moſt wonderful offices and tranſactions, JESUS. ex- 
hauſts every one of thoſe ſignifications. He is, 1. The everlaſt- 


ing Son of the Father, as God; and the Son of Mary, as Man 


2. He is the effectual, the only, and the certain Savior, i, e. 
Deliveier 
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Deliverer and Preſerver, oſ his ele body, the church.—3, He 
js the alone peace · maler between God and men, by. the infinitely 
precious blood of his eroſo.—4. He proſpered and prevaiied, to 


the utter moſt, in the whole and in every branch of his mediata- 


rial undertaking. No part of his ſucceſs, as a Saviorg, is uneer- 
tain, or ſuſpended on a peradventure. The reward of his huy 
miliation lies ia the abſolute and infallible ſalvation of every in- 
dividua! finner for whom he died. And, as his work was per 
feat, his reward is ſure. 5. For him, «ll things are reſerved. 
He is the appointed heir of all things; the omega, or central 
end, no leſs than the alpha, or author, of the worlds. All be- 
ings are by him, and for him, The elect, both angels and men, 
ſtoop to the ſceptre of his grace; and the reprobate, both dia- 
bolic and human, muſt ſubmit to the rod of his power. | 

To HIM. ſhall the gathering of the people le. *Tis plain. from 
this clauſe of the text beſore us, that redemption by Chriſt is not 


tent random and precarieus thing, which the Arminian ſcheme 


pretends. The ſalvation, he wrought, does not lie at ſixes and 


ſevens. It is, by no means, unſettled, uncertain, or undetermin= 


ed, The dignity of his divine perſon, the infinite glue of his 
Obedience and Sacrifice, together with the juftice of his Almighty 
Father to whom the inæſtimable price was paid, tender it mags 
fible that any ſingle foul ſhould periſh, for whom, ſuch a Rederm- 
er dyed, *Tis neither at the option, nor in the power, of thy 
corrupt freewill, to render his mediation effectual or ineffectual. 
All is firmly fixed by 'the unaltzcable Will, the immoveable De- 
cree, and the everlaſting Covenant, of the Uncreated Three. 
Chrift did not come into the world at hap-hazord, nor live and 
dye-for a may be, He was born, and ſhed his blood, for a PECU- 
LIAR people, whom his own ſanctifying grace was to meke gea- 
lous of good works; Tit. ii. 14. and that he might gather together 
into one glorify d company, all the children of Ged that were ſcat» 
tered abroad, John xi. 52 

The ele? world are the great all, for whom he lived and bled: 
even the while world of his prediſiinated people. And every one, 
of theſe his peop'e, ſhall be gather d to him: to Him fhall the 
gathering of THE people be. As ſurely as they were created, by 
his power; ſo furely ſhall they, in converſion, be gather'd to him, 


by 


7 
* 
by 
1 
* 
.* 
.F7 
: 
o 
. 
1 
* 
bs 
5 
+ 
4 
7 
=" 


Do 7 = N 


3 Ia A # - _=_ 
* 8 1 PI by — 0 
. rere 


86 MEDITATIONS 


by the efficacious grace of his Holy Spirit. As ſurely as Chrift 
was born rok them, at Bethlehem; fo ſurely ſhall he be formed 
IN them, their hope of gloty, by the waſhing of regeneration and 
ths renewal of the Holy Ghoſt. | 

And, indeed, were not this the caſe, the whole of Jacob's 
prophecy would not be true. The text poſitively avers, that he 
people (i. e. the elec? people of God) SHALL be gather'd 10 Chrift, 
And, if free Grace ſay, ay; tis in vain for freewill to ſay, no, 
God hath ſaid, The people all be gather d: and taith echoes back 
the promiſe, with, „Then gather'd the people ſhall be; for 
thy counſel muſt ſtand, and thou wilt do all thy pleaſure,” 
Happy it is for us, that God hath taken upon HIMSE1F, to ga- 
ther and convett us to his Sen. Unleſs he was the gatherer, not 
one of us would ever be gather'd. Freewill never yet led a fin- 
ner to Chriſt; and never will, while the world remains. We 

are free enough, to depart from God and. holineſs ; but we are 
not free and deſirous to return to him, and forſake our fins; and 
be conformed to him in righteouſneſs, till his grace MAKE us 
free in the day of his power upoit our hearts. Freewil! has led 
millions and millions of ſouls to the place of torment, but it ne- 
ver lifted a ſingle foul to heaven, All the fins that ever were 
committed, were committed by freewill ; but tis only the trans- 
forming Grace of God, that inſpires and adorns us with the mind 
that was in Chriſt. 

You, therefore, who profeſs to believe in Jeſus, as the Sut- 
Ton that was conceived of the Holy Ghoſt, and born of the Virgin 
Mary ; beg of God, that he may not permit you to reſt ſatisfyed 
with a mere, ſpeculative aſſent to the goſpel hiſtory, If we are 
ſaved in the next life, we muſt be gatber d to Chriſt in this. No- 
thing, mort of the itiward, effectual call, gan ſtamp us ehriſti- 
ans in deed and in truth. Nothing will make us lead holy lives 
on earth; but an experience of the life and power of grace in 
our fouls. Nor will any thing, ſhort of Je faith, make us 
face death with Jacob's comfort. © 

And what is death, to thoſe that are bort of God ? 'Tis but 
another gathering of them unto Chriſt, The foul of a faint is 
gather'd from the body; as a flower from the ſtalk ; to adorn the 
court of heaven, and to — forever in the boſom of God. 


They, q 


They, Who ate gather d fo him by Grace, are; at death, only b 
Their bach, tog fall he gather 'd from the grave, and reſcu- 
ed from the daminion of death; when SH1LoH comes, the ſecond 1 
time, to tene the face of the earth and to begin bis Millennia | | 
reign.” Be; whoſe voice is as the found of many waters, will 
ſays to his Angels, when he appears in the clouds of heaven, {| 
 Gather' my: Saints togetttor ute me; who have made & covenant tor. 
me by Sacrifice : who dyed, truſting in my righteouſneſs, and de- i 
pending on the merit of my Blood, which I ſhed for the remiſ- l 
ſion of their figs, when 1 offer'd Myſelf up in ſacrifice on the 0 
C R 4 
To hint, in ſome ſenſe, ſhall all feſb 2 Before him ſhall be 
gather'd all nations, and at his tribunal ſhall every knee bow. 


Thus, in every fignification of the term, o him hall the gather- 
ing of the "praple be+ and he will ſever them, one from another, 7 
as a ſhepherd divideth the ſheep from the goats; and ſet the 8 
ſheep on his right hand, and the goats on his left. BB 
Eternal Spin of grace, gather us, here; to Him, by the 1 
ehergy df thy renew ing power'f "fo, dt death, (hall our fouls be Ii 
zather'd into heaven: and our mörtal bodys ſhall be fown in the 
ave, only to be ripened and refined, till the Reſurretion of ff 
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F HE deep things, which rens de Pech experience oft 
1 Holy. Spirit's dealing eee pes, ch to be matters 
of — not of diſputation. 979196 

It has long been a ſettled point with me, dat the dale 
make. ide diſt inction, between ban, the — ih 
and. the Jull efurance of fait 
„. FA is the Hand; by which we en or bauen or 

esch toward, the garment -of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, fot our 

-ows Juſtifcativn.—Such a ſoul is, undodbtedly; hf. 

„ nA en I conſidet as the Ring, which God Pits upon 
"Baud! $ hngei,—Such 3 ſouh it only fafe; but 40 bemfortubli, 
Lacd:;bappys.: 21016) Jo gn oth ade: de 3901 216 3G FHF 4 © 

Nevertheleſs, as a finger may exiſt, without wearing # ring; 
ſo faith may be real, without the” ſuper-added gift of aſſurance. 
1 4 either admit this, or for down the late excellent Mr. 
HERVEZx 
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Hervey Hy a multitude of others) ſor an unbeliever, Nd 

man, ps, ever contended more eatneſtly, for the doctrine 
See than He; And pet, 1 find him expreſly dec'aring as 

ſoſlbes : „ What” l Wrote, congerning 2 firm ith in"God's 

«not precious promiſes. and an humble truſt that w ate hy 

«the of Nis tender love j ib what I'd; fire to feel, rather th 

8 1 1 eftrally 'exprrience.” fPoſthotmoug Letters, wo. 1 

he truth is, as another good man expreſles it 

: na 'hand"thay"tye the marriage-knot © and a We fan * a 
oy hold on a ſtrong 'CnrrsT,” | 

Moreover: Aſſurance, after it has been eaſel to the Four, 
2 be f. Peter, no doubt, loſt bis affurance, and finned it 
away, when he denyed Chriſt. He did not, however, loſe the 
principle-ef 5x a1TH; for Cbiiſt bed, before-hand, prayed, con- 
cerning him, that his faith irſehf might” nit fail? and Chrift 
could not poſſibly pray in vain.— A Wife may loſe her Wed- 
ding-Ring. But that does not diſſolve her marriage - relation. 
She continues a lawful Wiſe ſtill. And pen band is not v eaſy, il 
ſne find her Ring again. 

3. FULL As80RANGE | oonſider 28 we Balint, or cluſter of 
Briliangs,” which adorns the Ting, and renders" it incomparadly 
morg- beautitul and valuable. Where the Diamond of Full Af- 
ſurance is thus ſet in the Gold of Faith, it diffuſes it's ra _ 

| love, joy, peace, and holineſs, with a Juftfe Which lea 
room tor doubt or darkneis.— While theſe high and Gele d 
eonſolations remain, the believer's ſelicity is only inferior to * 
of angels, or of ſaints made perſect abovovop᷑ . 
4 After all, I apprehend that the very eſſence of derek te 
in Communion with God While we riet the ſweernefs of bis 
inward, Preſence, we cannot daubt of our intereſt in his tender 
mercys..' 50 long as the Lord ſpeaks comfortably to our hearts, 
our affections are on ſite, our views are clear; and our faces ſhine. 
Tis when we come down from the mount, and when we mix 
with the world again, that we are in danger of loſing that preci- 
ous ſenſe of his love, which is the ſtrength of faints PR and 
the joy of ſouls triumphant, - 

But let not trembling believers forget, that ATH, Aridly ſo 
. is acither more nor leſs than a RECELVING of Chr3/?, for 
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cn in particular, a8 our only poſſible Propitiation, Righte- 
eber and, Saviorf Jahn i, 32. —Haſt then ia received Chriſt; 
| Hy art g believers, . — ä — {afety, x A hd it deſerves 
nouee, that our Lond. cis the ceptyrion's fab, c Great 
th; tho" it roſe no. bi than t make him-ſay, r $peat 
* 2 — * only, axd my ſeruant fogll be ald, Matt. viii. 8, 10. 
The caſe, likewiſe, of the Canaanitiſh women is full to the 
preſent point, Her cry Was, S. Haus un an , Q Lord, thou 
8 San of David] And, a little aſter, “ Zord, belp me, Jeſus, 
at firſt, gave her a ſeeming repulſe; but ber importunity conti- 
nued ; and (he-requeſted only the privilege of 2 dog, viz. to eat 
of the crumbs, which fell from the Maſter's table, What were 


our Savior's anſwer ang our. Savior's remask ? An anſwer, ,and a 


mark, whichyought.to make every broken ſinner take down hi 


Jarp from the ran en GREAT is thy FAITE. 
Matt. x. 22.28. TE, aww 

8. The graces, . which the "Bleſſed Spiritimplants en 

(and the grace of faith, among the reit), reſemble a ſun-dial ; 

which is of little ſervice, except when the Sun ſhines upon it. 

The Holy Ghoſt muſt snixE updn the Graces he has given, or 


they will leave us at aJoſs. (in point of ſpiritual comfort), and be 


unable to tell us whereabouts we are. May he, day by day, riſe 


upon our ſoule, With healing in his beams Then ſnall we be 


filled, with all qor and PEACE in believing, and ABOUND in hope, 
through the pozwer of. tha Holy Gh. Nom. xv. 23. 

6. Are there any weak in faith, who come under the deno- 
mination of bruiſed readi, and Jmokeng Aar! Let them know, that 


God will take care of them. The former will not be broken: 


the latter ſhall nat be, quqnched, Bleſs God, for hoy depree of 


faith-; even thaugh it be, as. the. An gf all feeds. | Sooner or 
later, it will ſurely expand into a large and fruitful tree. —How- 


ever, flop not here ;,.but,. as, the apaſtle adviſes, covet carneſtly 
the BEST guſts. and the gift, of a rente, yea, of fulle/taffarance, 
among the reſt. 200 ftranger.you. are in faith, the more: glory 
bs Jai NN Ba kel eee * ſy r Wr ne 
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IHE: whole world 6f Wee oo les wan bone of Grace 
and of glory, is under the abfolute dominion and the never 
cealing direction of GOD. Every wind that blows, is of His 
breathing; and every drop; whether fluid or condenſed, that falls 
from the ſky, is of His ſending. © At this very time, muſt the a- 
doring nations confeſs, that He giveth wow like wool; He ſcat- 
tereth the hear Froft, lite aer; Hz cafteth forth his Ice, like mor- 
fels : who can fland before his Cold? Pſalm exlvii. 16, 17.— Hz 
-feith-to the Now, Be then on the earth: likewiſe to the ſmall Rain, 
* to the great Nein e his firength. Job, xxxvii. 6. 
Let the ſame quæſtion be put to my readers, which ng 
| — once put to Job (chap. xxxviii. 22). 4 oft thou 
<< unt into the treaſures of SNOW 15 Haſt thou confider'd it's 
natures it's propertys, and it's ufes ? „ 
Dew, mi, vain, not, Hail, and dall; are no more than 
co- alitions of watery vapors, which have been partly forced to- 
wards the ſurface of our terraqueous globe, by the latent fires 
'with which it's boyels are fraught; and partly drawn up from 
' it, 
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| | | -malſes3 
and rermain in ite of lte A pence and fuSuation, till, by 
actiimulated comprefion, their own collected e 
they become Tpecifica)ly ehe d the ſuſſaining air, and fall 
in larger or Taller drops to the earth and ocean from whence 
they fprung,<Strikihg repreſentation of MAN, in his beſt eſtate 
Ree ea ng Are. you tich, or alt „ r. ptoſperous, 

gay? remember "that you are under as abſo ute obligation to 
Providence for theſe glittering diſtinQions, as a riſing vapor is 
indebted, for it's tranſuoty elevation,” to the action of the. ſolar 
beams... And, vapor ike, you | too muſt fall, after Dons hover'd 
your few ein- moments: for, Duft thou art, and unto. duſt 
Pali thou return. An' inſpired pen has both ſtarted and reſolved 
.the queſtion: I hat i your life? i is even ah that afprgy- 
8 er eee. ee * Il. ſo, 
n 3 Nr 220 10 
ref 4] „Wel this 120, bor Se of an bed N 
1 1 What though we wade, in Wealth, or ſoar in Fame ? 
| | | Karth's higheſt, glory ends in, Here he lics!' - 

And. duſt to duſty” omar act feng. 


x * 


Be wiſe, therefore, to flip the cable of your affeQions * the 
world's evanid ſhore. Su pplicate the Holy Spirit to make you 
rich towards God, And{ under the "(weet breezes of His gracious 
influence, ſer fail in good earneſt for the kingdom of heaven, | 


When the watery treaſyres,of the Gy deſcend to their native 
earth, more like reſpectful viſitants, than like rude invaders, i e. 
in moderate quantitys, and with not too impetuous ſorce; we 
call them, ſhowers. When they greatly excede in thoſe two par- 

ticulars, we give them the hoſtile name of forms, —Thus the 
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ry hmm l 05 [ek Ny ned bY, Providence, | 

refined by t 3höſt, they o a c the dead y ia 
tempeſt,” 172 5 7 Beth ana { . nl aero 5 15 = 
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Rain. Hail is, rain conſo 12700 88 e heavy maſs. 
Snow is a multitude of dell, book N Which, IN 


with each other in their. fall 3 mutuallyj entangled. a 

terlink'd: and coh#re i; in Jelicate, but but irregular. flakes, of — 
light, deeauſe of very expanſive” and ſuperfigial, texture .—If 
ſnow is no more than particles of pater, congealed in their 
paſſage to the earth; it affards bit, too juſt an emblem of our 
¶ectiont, when, inſtead of aſpiring £9 3 Goa in Chriſt, they ſub- 
fide and gravitate towards a perjſhabl: world. Under ſuch ſpi- 


ritual declenſion, out Comforts arę hill d, and aut Graces le- 


numb'd: till a freſh Riſing of 7148 SUN ap;RicuTBovancss 
upon our ſouls diſſolves the moral froſt, and. again warms us 
inte the meltings of penitentiat love. | His beams ſtrike upon 
the Rock, and THEN the Waters flow, _. 
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Iod, it is not life to live, 


If thy preſence thou deny : 
Lord, if thou thy nce give, 
'Tis no longer death to die: 
and giver of repoſe, 
Singly from thy ſmile it flows; 
Peace and | me bins; 
Mine they ay * Thaw 4 * 


_—. 
Whit I feel * love 10 me, 
object teems. with joy 
— * may I walk with = 
140 into thy 5. die! 
Let me but Thyſelf 
Total ſum of hap 1 


Real bliſs I then ſhall proves - 
Heav'n below, and heav'n above. 
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his covenant, and alter the thing that is gone out of his lips: 
It is impeſſible for thiſes tbo were [1:] once ehlightened, and 


HeBnzws vi. 4, J. 6. 


Have often been ſolicited to give an elucidation of the above- 
mentioned Text: and the rather, becauſe that awful paſſage 
may ſeem, at fir/t view, and in the eyes of 2 mere Englißb rea- 
der, to carry a dubious aſpeR; as though the faith of God's Elect 
might ultimately fail; and as though God himſelf might break 


[2.] have tafted of the heavenly. gift, and [3-] were made par- 


takers of the Holy Gba; kind [A.] haue taſtad the good word of 
Ged, and 5. ] the powers of the world to come; if they fall away, 
to renew them again to repentante': ſeeing they (1.) cruciſy to them- 


ſelves the Sen of God al, und (2.) ) Put him to an open ſhame. 
[. It is ſaid, concerning theſe Poſible apoſtates from the 


chriſtian profeſſion, 


Lt.] That 


2 
S8 
4 
S | 
5 


HEE ZN Way 
= . 

— *. 1 

— » 


a + bib - 


2. A <2 — den, to. 
iis 


— — ” 
II 
* 

+ 


WT 
2 


n 


4 


p 


66 OBSERVATIONS 


Ci. ] That * they were once *** apa pbotiſtbentas], 
enge o baptized into the viſible church. ot Chriſt. Every perſon, 
| who" is at all acquainted with eccleſſaſtical antiquity, knows, that 
| {aptiſmes and photijmos] were, very frequently, put for each 
other, and uſed as reciprocal tem. Nor need we obſerve, that, 

amoypgſt the claffical diſtinqtions, which obtained in the primitive 
"churches, were the following diſtributions of profeſſors, into theſe 
different 1a0ks of. church · memberſhip. 1, The { Katechumens:}, 
or Catechumens ; 1. e. thoſe adults, who were not deemed ſuffici- 
ently inſtructed and matured in the things of God, to be yet ad- 
mitted to baptiſm.—2. The [ pephotiſmenoi], i. e. the Enlipten'd, 
or Baptized; thoſe who had actually been initiated, by their ſuſ- 
ſoeption- of that orginanee. And, 3. the ¶ertioi, or tetelſſmenai], 
I. e. the Perſett; viz. fuch as had not only been Baptized, but 
| who were, likewiſe, partakers of AI the privileges of God's 
houſe, and who were conſider'd as $TABLISHED, STRENGHTEN= 
ED, SETTLED in the faith of Chrift, and FULLY entitled to un- 
limited citizenſhip in the Church below. It follows, that © they 
« whe were once enlighten d,“ or © Baptized,” might indeed make 
total and final ſhipwreck. of their profeſſion: and many of them 
| actually did fo. They were (as another apoſtle expreſles it) twice 
 gead: i, e. NATURALLY dead, or unregenerate ; and PROFESSI=- 
onA dead. According to thoſe words of our Lord, From 
bim that bath not, ſhall be taken away wandber which he 'GEEMETH 
to have. Luke vill. 18. | 

([2.] They are deſcribed, as having 50 tafted m the heavenly 
„gte or, as having been admitied to 4 eee of ws 
Lord's Supper. 

[Z.] They were « Jareabzers of the Hoy Ghoſt” i. e. of 0127s, 
qualifying them for temporary uſefulneſs in the church, and enab- 
ling ſome of them even to preach the goſpel with ſucceis. There 
is, 4 apprehend, no part of ſcripture, which forbids us to ſup- 
poſe, that Judas himſelf might have been, in TH1s ſenſe, a * par- 
« taker 9 the Haly Ch; i. e. ns with minitterial ta- 
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lents, for the» benefit of others. And yet it is'certain, that Judas 
never wad a regenerated man: John vi. 6. and xiiv. 10, 17. 

[4] They hae * ra/frd the good word of God: or had fome 
acquaintanoe with the ſcripture, and ſome rehſh for its doctvities. 
To this claſs, Herod, and Amon Mogith, way be > m 
20. Ads vii. 123. * 
c.] Fhey ſhated in * the powers of the ln a- By 

apt, the world to ce, Caron 4 melhn] (witich may be bet- 

ter render d, the ſuture age, or diſpenſativn), the antient Jews 
wyiverſally meant, the timer of the Meſiah. © Aud St. Paß in 
other patts of this very epiftle (the whole of which he particulier 
deſigned' for the inſtruction of the Hebrew” proſelytes), makes ale 
of this ſame term, and evidently in their own ſenſt of it. Conſe- 
quently, by the [ dunameis, ] i. e. © fowtrs, or miracle, of the 
« Maſſiab's diſpenſation; is meant, the ability of working miracles 
in proof of the goſpel.— This ability a man might have, without 
a grain of ſaving Grace in his heart. St. Paul, elſewhere, ſup- 
poſes it poſſible for a perſon to be endued with, what is common- 
V cine the faith of mitacles; and yet to be totally void of 
charity, or real love to God: 1 Cor. xiii, a2. 

On thoſe parts of this paſſage, which we have hitherto conſi- 
der'd, the following words of our LORD may ſtand as the beft 
explanation that can poſſibly be given. Many will ſay to me, in 
rar tay; Lord; Tord, Fav? e nat profhiy d hy name? and iu 
thy name have caft out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful 
works? And then will I profe fs unto them, I NEVER knew you : de- 
fart from me, ye that work iniquity. Matth. vii. 22, 23. With 
all their retinue of uſeful gifts, theſe poſſeſſors of them were never, 
themſelves, in a ſtate of Grace. Chriſt never knew them, i. e. 
never loved and never @kfipultedged” them as true members of 
that myſtic body which hey tefave, And, in anſwer to every 
poſſible inftance of prifet@@riat apoſtacy, that ever was, and ever 
can be, alledged ; the elle levy" remarbof St. John will always 
hold true : T hey went outflow 1 Lr. e. they paſſed, during a time, 
for true believers], but there not of us; for, if they had been of 
«i, they would, no doubt, have cri ru with us, 1 John li, 9. 
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oo U. The nature of their deſection is pointed out. (1. ) They 
| grwify [eautois), ® within themſelves, h Son if Grd, "afreſh: i. e. 
«they, as it were, act the crucifixion of Chriſt over again, in their 
own minds, and by word of mouth; foraſmuch as they inwardly 
' _ approve, and outwardly juſtify and applaiid, the treatment which 
| 2 met with. They blaſphemouſly ſtyle the Lord of glory an 
' .Impoſtor; and make his murder, in ſome ſenſe, their "own act 
and deed, by horridly thinking, and declaring, that” he was de- 
ſervedly put to death. In ſo doing, they, | 

| 09 Put bin, ſo far as in them lies, fo open ſhame,—No won- 
der, that it ſhould be pronounced humanly impoſſible to renew, or 
_ Feſtore again to church-communion, and to repentance, ſuch worſe 
than infernal wretches; to whom, in all probably, is reſery'd 
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A CONTEMPLATION: 


Suggeſted by Rx v. vii: g.—17. 


my 


SAW, and lo! a countleſs throng, 

Th' elect of ev'ry nation, name, and tongue, 
Aſſembled round the everlaſting ; throne; e 
Wich robes of white endu d 

| (The rightequineſs of God); 

And each a palm ſuſtgin'd Y 

In his victorious hand ; n 
When thus the bright melodious choir begun: 

Salvation to thy name, 
Eternal God; and co eternal Lamb, 

* bs pow gi: and in eſſence, One!” 


$6 ſung the fins, Th' angelic train, 
$econd the anthem with a loud Aux. 

(Theſe in the oqter circle ſtood, 

The ſaints were neareſt God); | 
And proſtrate fall, with glory overpow'r'd, 

And hide their faces with their _ 


6, To fe are they, whoſe- lot below SEPT, 


: 0 Naß <p the bot of n ca Lan, 3 


© All-hail, by thy triumphant church ador'd! 


* Bleſfing and thanks. and haar - "Lo UK 0%. 7 


"of Are thy ſupreme, thy euerlaſting due, A 
Nn Our: In. ane, Sov” reign, aur propirigus L Lo rd 2 A 
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While beheld th* amazing fave," «++ ++ 1 


| 2 | A ſeraph pointed to the ſaints in * 


And told me who they were, and whence they eime: 


Fl 
9 „. 


Was perſecution, pain, and woe: 

Theſe are the choſen purchas d flock, 

Wo ye'er there Lord f ook ; * 14 
Tlrrougli his imputed merit, "free from blame ; 


Redeem'd from ev*ry fin; 
And, as thou ſeeſt, whoſe garments were made clean, 


* 
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Sav'd by his righteouſneſs alone, 
| Spotleſs they ſtand before the throne, 
And in th' etherial terfipla-ebaſt. Nis. praiſe: 
" Himſelf a among them deigns to dwell, © 
And face to face his light reveal : 
Hunger and thirſt, as heretofore, 
And pain, and heat, they know no more; 
Nor need, as-once, the ſun's prolific rays, 
Immanuel, here, his people. lpeds,. q 
To ſtreams of joy perennial leads, \ 
And wipes, or ever wipes; n — ry ſace.“ 
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the fools relea d Mair fear, 2 
And ſafely landed there?! 
Some of the ſhining number, on ce, I "I 
And trabelfd with them here: | 
Nay, ſome (my elder brethren 2 now), pu 
| Sat later odt for heay'n 3 my junior 5 5 5 clow : 
Long after me, they heard the call of 
Which wak'd them unto rightecuſnefs. 
How have they * RT. Are hag? . 


Converted 


ow” Lay white on-cecth; nor leſs belov'd, ho done 
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Ki AW Luke, ocke, 1 thought that theſe | | 


.\\ Would Guſt the dummit gain, 
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| And lev me, kar bohin, gon jouranying thee? che ble 


pe „Think not I envy, you your crown: 
"No; if 1 could, I would not, call you down, 


”s Tho' flower i 15 my pace, 


rae 6) To yon III follow on, | 
Leaning oa Jzsvs all the way. 
Who, now. and-then, lets fall a ray 


Of comfort from his throne, 


' | The ſhinings of his grace 
| Soften my paſſage thro” the wilderneſs, 


And vines, nectareous, ſpring, where briers grew : 
The ſweet unveilings of his face 


Make me, at times, near half as bleſt as you. 
O might his beauty feaſt my raviſh'd eyes, 
His gladd'ning preſence ever ſtay, 
And chear me all my journey thro' ! 
© Bot ſoon the clouds return; my triumph dies 
Damp vapours from the valley riſe, 
And hide the hill at Sion from my view. 


Srisir of light, thrice holy Dove, 


"Y Brighten my ſenſe of int'reſt in that love 


Which knew no birth, and never ſhall expire! 
ELzcTing goodneſs, firm and ww. 
My whole lalvation hangs on thee, - 
Eldeit ang faireſt daughter of eternity. 
Redemption, grace, and glory too, 
Our bliG above, and hopes below, 8 
From her, their parent · fountain, flow, 
Ah, tell me, Lord, that thou haſt choſen ms! 
Thou, who bait kindled my. intenſe deſire, 
Folfil the wiſh thy influence did inſpire, 
Aud let me my election know! 
Then, when thy ſummons bids me come up higher, 
 Well-pleas'd I ſhall from life retire, 
And join the burning hoſts, beheld at diſtance now. 
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EXPLICATION QF 
in us, who walk not after the Fleſh,” but aſter thi Spirit. | 
FE work, of the law, and the righrevi 4%, are 

* ſynonimous terms. By the former, 17 Are expreſsly told, 
mo fle can be juffified : not, conſequentiy, by che latter, as per- 
formed iy un. Why? Becauſe fis fallin creature ; and, 
10 the corruptiofi of his nature, is hourly gong the accumu- 
Aated' iniquity of actual tranſgreflions. 'Pherefofe, by ſuth a Par- 
"tial, imperſect, and palluted conlotmity to the moral law, no per- 

ih- 
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fon can poffibly be accepted unto life. And yet, without j 
cation, man muſt be loſt for ever, He muſt therefbre either give 
up all hope of ſalvation, or ſeck for à juſtifying righteouſneſs at 
the hand of Chriſt. Now, Ghriſt came for this very end, to 
fulſil all righteouſneſs ; not for himſelf; who was and is the ſource 
and centre of all holineſs; but for us, who had loſt our original 
rectitude, and are begome the degenerate plants of a ſtrange vine. 
The Son of God left his glory, that the righteouſneſs of the law 
might be ſulfilled rox us, who walk not after the fleſh, but after the 
Spirit. This muſt certainly be the genuine import of the text un- 
der conſideration, ¶ Ina to dikatoma tu nomu plerothe en emin], the 
exact ſenſe of which, according to the genius of the original, 
ſtands thus: That the righteouſneſs required oy the law might 
« be fultiiled ſer us,“ i. e. in our ſtaad, ot on our account, Thus  » 
'THEOPHYLACT on the place: [O gar o nomoes ebuleto men, eſibe- 
nei de, tute o Chriſtos: epoieſe, di emas]. What the. law was deſirous 
of [viz. perfect obedience, in order to juſtification], but, through 
weakneſs, could not obtain; that did Chriſt perform FR us. Now, 
to render the præpoſition [en], by for, inſtead of in, does not put 
the leaſt violence upon the words of the apoſtie. The ſame præ- ; 
ofition aer, in many other parts of the ſacred writings.  » 
3 For inſtance, Mat, vi. 7. They think to be heard, [en tt phalulega i 
auton), FOR their much ſpeaking, «(zal. i. 26. [edoxazon en emoi ten .. 
'Theon}, they glorifyed God rok me, i. e. in my behalf, on my ac- 
count. Eph. iv. 1. Ia priſoner [en Nurio], FOR the Lord, i. e. 
on Chriſt's account, and for the ſake his goſpel, And ver. 32. 
Even 48 Cad, (en Cbriſlo], rox Chriſ sa E, bath forgiven you — 
Phil. i. 26, That your rejoicing in Chriſt Feſus may aloumd, [em emoi], 
ron me. —1 Pet. iv. 14. If ye are reproached,' (en anomati Chriſtu], 
rok the name of Chrif. More examples might. be eafily produ- 
bed, but theſe may ſuffice. ty 0 | | 
 * Admitthis'tranſltion'of the prepoſition [en] to be juſt in this 
place (and I think it is ſe!f-evidently fo), and there is not, in the 
i, whole book of God, a paſſage wherein the glorious ſuretyſhip Cir- 
ditnce of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is more clearly and ſolidly aſſerted: 
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ariſes from the PURA of ſome impending evil. | 
Spiritually taken, fear, as it reſpects God for ite object. is of 
two kinds; legal, and evangelical; l. e. law-fear, and gofpel-fear. 
Legal fear is an horror, occaſioned by the mere expectation of 
puniſhment, without any mixture of love to the puniſher. Such 
is the fear of the apoſtate angels: and ſuch the fear, which 8 
tates reprobate ſouls, when conſcience is let looſe, and when the. 
thunderings and lightnings' of God's s fiery law ſet themſelves in 
array againſt the haters of Chriſt, =On the contrary, ._..._ _ 
Evangelical fear is peculiar to God's regenerate. people: ary 
conſiſts, in a melting h»miliation for fin; accompany'd, at times, 
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' eſpecially in ſecret-prayer, with gracious groanings which carne! 
be uttered; with a degree of ſc//-abhorrence, and of ſelſ-renuncia- 
tion; with a longing ſor the favour, the reſemblance, and the pre- 
ſence of God, in the ſoul. And all this, not from a mere wiſh 
to avoid puniſhment ;_ but likewiſe from a concern for having Joſt 
the image of God's holineſs, for having crucified the Saviour of 
finners,: and for: having grieved and been eſtranged from the a- 
daorable Spirit of grace. It is eaſy to obſerve, that here is a 

dng mixture of love toward all the perſons of the Trinity: 
and. ĩt ia by this love (though, perhaps, weak as a burning thread, 
and, ſmall as a grain of muſtard- ſeed) that evangelical fear is chiefly 
diſtinguiſhed from gal. The latter is the unaffectionate awe of 
an indignant ſlave, who is forced te ſubmit againſt his will, who 
hates the hand that ftrikes, who loves nothing but eaſe, and 
dreads nothing but the laſh, While the ſinner, who experiences 
the: fear which is evangelical, abhogs/fir for its own ſake, as con- 
trary to the nature and command of the bleſſed God; and abhors 
himſelf, for ſin's ſake, and becauſe he is the ſubjed of that deteſt- 
ed principle which ſets him at ſo great diſtance from the moral 
likeneſs of Infinite Purity and Exeellence: 

Concerning legal fear, we read, that there is no fear * no 
ſear ol. that kind] in love : for perfef? love cafieth out ſrar: mean- 
ing, that the ſenſe of God's love is no ſooner ſhed abroad, with 
full Juſtre and efficacy, i in the ſoul; than legal fear vaniſhes a- 
way, and continues extinct, during the ſhine of God's Spirit on 
the Conſcience. Concerning evangelical fear, we read, Blaſed 
is the man that feareth always : who is tenderly ſolicitous to avoid 
any thing and every thing, which may render him ſpiritually un- 
like that, poly, glorious, and gracious Being, whom he ardently 
wiſhes to reſemble, and hold communion with, 
| But, befide this filial, falutary fear. which is one grand mark 

of regeneration; 2 believer, while he. ſojaurns L earth, is li- 
able to fears. of 2 mixt heterogeneous kind, which ſeem to be 
partly legal and partly evangelical. To this head may be reſer- 
red anxious doubtings, painful miſgivings, and the evil ſurmiſingi 
of remaining unbelief, Theſe are occaſigned,. ditectiꝝ and im- 


mediately,, by the imperfeftion of inberent grace bel., and,, e- 


m tha permiſſive ven, 22 Cod, wha has mae 
| at 


> * 


- which Goo's People are liable. tz 


that perfect happineſs muſt be waited for, till we get home to 
heaven. Were our graces complete, our b/;/s would be complete 
too: in which caſe, we ſhould no longer be men, but angels. 
For a #AINT made perſect is an ANGEL of the yd, n 
perfection of grace is glory itſelf. 

In the mean while, — ——— 
to be exerciſed with à thorn in the fleſhz and to be, at times, in 
ſuch a ſtate, as may convince him, that earth is not his reſt or 
a mount whereon to pitch tabernacles of continuance: that he 
muſt carry his croſs, before he receives his crown: that he muſt 
combat, before he conquers: and ſow in tears, antecedently to 
his reaping in Joy. I believe, from ſcripture, from obſervation, 
and from experience, that all God's people do, occaſionally, 
paſs under the cloud, and are baptized unto Chriſt in tbe cloud and 
in the ſea of ſpiritual darkneſs and diftteſs. Jas us himſelf, tho" 
he had no ſin, was thus bapted. Al! thy waves and forms (ſaid 
David, in the perſon of the Meffiah, and addreſſing himſelf to 
God the Father) are gone over me. Even from 7 up, thy 
terrors haue ] ſuffered with a troubled mind. 

No wonder, then, that the members ſhould be ſprinkled with 
thoſe waters, which were poured in torrents on the myſtic head. 
And let the ſuffering members of Chriſt's elect body remember, 
to their great and endleſs comfort, that even tormenting Jeers 


are perfectly conſiſtent with the reality of grace. This was the 


Plalmiſt's ſtate, and the Pſalmiſt's experience: Though I am ſome» 
times AFRAID, yet put I my TRUST in thee. 

Hence it is evident, that faith and fear, though not good 
friends, are, (ſometimes, very near neighbours; yea, that they 
oſten lodge in one houſe, i. e. in one and the fame heart, In- 


deed, they ſeldom appear together: for when the one walks a- 


broad, the other uſually keeps cloſe within doors. When faith 
is alert and active, ſear hangs "its head, and pines, When Fear 
is lively,” faith takes to its bed, and languiſhes, 'So'firong is the 
antipathy of the tW]·˖ ĩ ae ant the ee d 
health of the other. 

They are perpetoally quirrelſing, and irmlthing. | Aid the 
ſear; now-and-then, 
2 (and ſometimes The knows it) pet che better at laſt, and 


faith an home thruſt, faith will moſt 
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ſorvtve her adverſary. Vet though faith wil iufallibly cinlive 
"Fear; faith is not immortal. She too muſt die, ud tat by God's 
on hand: for ſhe is ſo ſtrongi eden when weakeſt, that! none 
- car deprive her of exiſtence, hut he that gave it.“ Her death 
will be a willing and a deligbhtful one: When the haur comes, 
ine herſelf wilt not wiſti to live a moment longer. The ſoul, in 
which ſhe dwells,” being ſevered” from its body; and taken vp to 
heaven; Faith, gladly and triumphantlyg expires, under the me- 
ridian blaze of „ght. In the mean while; there are times, when, 
drightening, into full aſſuranee, ſhe longs for her own annihila- 
tion, and is even ſtraightened til it be accο ned. At lerigth, 
having acted as the believer s companion and guide through the 
- /wilderneſs ;- dhe ſees him ſafe, tô the threſhold of heaven : and, 
the very inſtant he ſteps over that threſhold, and W 
e vail, ſhe takes her leave of him for ever. 
As to fear, though ſhe may, in ſome believers, Keep pace 
with faith, and even out-run faith, during the greater pait of the 
earthly race; yet the waters of death (if ſhe die not before) will 
kill her effectually and finally. The mere proſpect of that ſtream 
may, perhaps, give her freſh viyacity and ſtrength ;. but no 
- ſooner does ſhe begin actually to touch that water, than ſhe ex- 
. Pires5-- and the renewed ſoul, which had been, through her 
means, all its life-time ſubjef? to bondage, paſſes the river, with 
Courage, ſerenity; and joy. Holy deſire cuts the cable. Faith 
boiſfs the flag. Prayer ſpreads the fail, and God's Spirit breathes 
the auſpicious breeze. All the graces of the heart are in exer- 
- Eiſe, and ply their oars to the muſic of hovering angels. The 
dividing waters preſent a ſmooth expanſe for the ranſomed of the 
{Lord to paſs over. All is harmony. All is bliſs. And thus 
does the precious freight, the diſembodied ſoul, land, in triumph, 
anathe golden coaſt; and, hardly ſtaying to take à view of ber 
dead enemies on the oppoſite ſhore, makes directly to the pre- 
ente of God, and to the throne of him that was flain. 
_- "Unwilingly 1 return to earth, and, withdriwing my mind 
from contemplation of the glory that ſhall be revealed, deſcend 
to tonſider the various fears to which all God's converted people, 
and myſelf among the roſt, are ſubject, while 196.590 ee a 
body of clay. * 2997 51 hor: ig array 0 N * WIR; Gree 
* ithin 
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c ment of them, ſor ſear of being preſumptuous.” 
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Within are fearss, For that forcereſs, / whoſe name is FRAx, 
— herſelf into à multiplicity of ſhapes, and 
mne the ſame, identical hag in all. 
Sometimes, ſue aſſumes the mantle. of pretended- lun: 
and whiſpere, that & we muſt not give abſolute credit to God's 
„ covenarit and promiſes, nor aſpire- to the comfort and enjoy- 


1 


Anon, ſhe wears the maſk" of caurien : Don't rejoice in 
«God's election, and in Chriſt's righteouſneſs; (for fear of be- 
ce ing a Telf-deceiver.” Whereas, in reality, all who cw lay 


old on the rig 


ghteouſneſs of Chriſt, have à covenant right to 


both. And why ſhould not they, who have a right to theſe, re- 
joice in the God to whoſe rich and immutable grace they are ĩn- 


debted ſor it 
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At another time, fear accoſts us in the garb” of affected 5⁵- 


net: e Vou mult bring,“ ſays ſhe, 4 a price in your hand, to 


God the Father; or Chiift's redemption will profit you no- 


* thing,” Don't ander value yourſelf, by ſuppoſing that you can 
do no good work before you are juſtified.” 


vou muſt work For iſe and juſti 
& works, in order to be accepted; and ſulfil a ſtring of terms and 


, conditions, ſeeing you are to be ſaved vox your works,” BE - * 


fication.” 


1 tell you, that 


"You muſt do gvod 


„ cAUsE OF your works,” yea, according to the MERTTS- of your 
. tho $5.” But thou, O believer in Chtiſt, flee theſe abominable 
doctrines. Hearken not to them, as you value the glory of God, 
the freeneſs of grace, the riches of Chriſt, the intereſts of real 
holineſs,” and your own happineſs. Remember, that the condi- 
tions of fallen man's ſalvation are two, and no more: namely, 
fer ſet atontment for ſin, and perſect obedience" to the law. Both 
theſe conditions CHRIST has completely fulſilled, in the ſtead, and 
for the infallible falvation, of every ſoul that comes to his blood 
fot eleanſing, and to bis righteouſneſs for cloathing.— . To what 


end, then, ſerves faith !? To let thee into the knowledge, 
of this free and finiſhed redemption.— 


paſſe on, and e 


And to what end ſerve good works?” Not to intitis us to God's 


favour, or even to pave (much leſs to pay) our way to his king- 
dom: but to geri his name, to adorn his goſpel, to evidence our 


adop tion, and berefit others on our 1oad to heavenn?z n 


Fear 
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4 2 very frequently. mimics the voice of prudence ] and ado ĩſes 
3.28.2 ftiend, „ Not to bring odium and inconveniences: upon 

L gurſelves, hy too ſtrict a moral walk, end by a too reſolute af. 
1 2 the doctrines, of Chriſt. “ How bitte y did poor 
weep for. having liſtened to this ſyren ſong l And what 


| 
e | ; | 
pierced, bis inmoſt ſoul l O thou almighty Son of God, ſave thy | 
people from the fear, of man. Not only pray ſor us, as thou f 
didſt for Peter, that our faith ſail nt (and thy prayer was heard: | 
for; bis faith itſelf failed not, though his * profeffion of it did); | | 
but pray alſss/in our behalf, . eee 1 f 
to fail. n S059 n 4; 28 £346 EL ESL | 
| . Sear is, ſometimes, apt to beſet thoſe, who, of all perſons in 
the world; ſhould: have nothing to do with it, unlcſs to trample . 
: 

0 

y 

0 

f 


it under their feet. I mean, the (miniſters of God's word. O 
_ ye ſtandard-bearers of the Moſt High, be. Hrong in the Lord, and 
in the power of his might,, Good Mrs. Ayſcough, who was burned 

for the Proteſtant faith, when ſhe was offered her pardon at the 

. Rake, on condition ſhe would renounce the truth, cried out, 
with holy indignation, I did not come hither to deny my Lord and | 
Maſter, I deſite to remember her words, every time I aſcend the 0 

Pulpit. A mincing, timid, partial declaration of the goſpel, is 
© virtual denial of Chriſt himſelf. Rather die, with the goſpel- 
ſtandard in your hands, than reſign 2 thread: of it to the enemy: 1 
like heroic Valaſco, the Spaniſh general, who, when the Havan- 

nah was taken by the Engliſn, ſcorned to ſurrender the national 
flag, and nobly expired with his colours wrapt round his arm.— 

But there are ſeaſons of perſonal: drynefs and darkneſe, when 
ſear, like an armed man, aſſaults the faith and livelineſs of God's 

ambaſſadors. They are, perhaps, at a loſs even for à ſubject to 
preach from. All reſources ſeem to be ſhut up. They flit, in 

their on minds, from text to text, and, ſor a long time, can 

. fix on none. They cry, in ſecret, Lord, bop ran tue ſpread the 

tali for thy people, except thou bring the vemfon to our hands? or, 

mmm old, I bence R the mul- 

9 1 wy | 
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2 peſecit quidem * in ore, non autem ſides in corde. Adee, 
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titudu, here in the wilderneſs? Ahe dear people flock to the 
« word; as doves to theit windows; and we, alas,” have little or 
«, nothing to feed them with.“ At ſuch times of doubt and bar- 
renneſs, caſt yourſelf at large upon God, and diftribute the word 
as you are enabled. In all probability, the fiſhes and the loaves: 
will ãnereaſe in your hands, and God will adminiſter bread enough 
and to ſpare. > It is kind and wiſe in the Holy Spirit, to make us 
feel that wwe are nothing, and that the excellency of the power is of 
Hin and nat u. The leſſon of dependence upon his arm of 
gtace alone, is profitable, though nat always palatable, to our 
proud, deceitful hearts. To the glory ot the divine faiĩthtulneſa, 
I ſay it. that, for my on part, ſome of my happieſt pulpit - op- 
portunities have been, when I have gone up the ſtairs with trem- 
bling knees and a dejected ſpirit: nay (twice or thrice in my lie- 
time) when I have been ſo far reduced, as to be unable to fix on 
2 text, fill the pſalm oz hymn was almoſt over. Fheſe are not 
deſirahle trials: but they redound, however, to the praiſe of Him, 
who has ſaid, M ithont ME ye can de nathing; whoſe almighty love 


ſelt. Heilt 

„On the whole, let Gods FRY both miniſters and private 
chriſtians, come to the Lord by prayer, for deliverance from the 
fears that do moſt eaſily beſet them: Bind them up in a bundle, 
and throw\them at the foot of the croſs, and implore God's Spi- 
tit to-ſhine them away. Be humbled on account of them: but 


not. diſcouraged. Proelaim eternal hoſtility againſt unbelieving - 


ſeat, in all its branches: but know, r 
teach your hands to war, and your fingers to fight. ' © 

No man appears to have been more ſubject to fears and cares, 
chen David: tbougb he had been enabled to vänquiſh a lion, and 
to ſay n giant. What Courſe did he take for relief, in bis hours 
of diſtreſ and tremor ? He prayed to Him that is mighty to fave, 


And hig:ſuceeſs was anſwerable. 7 ſought the Lord; and be heard 


mes ge, Be delivered. me, ant of all my fears.” 

Several of the F EARS, to which God's people are expoſed; have 
ateady been conſidered. The cnumeratien of a few more, thall 
conglude the _— 
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n Weak believers are ſometimes apt to be afraid, that they 
are nit in the number of God's clit. They can, indeed, ſay, with 
David; «+ Rleſſed is the man whom thou chuſeſt, and cauſeſt to 
<< appecacts unto!thee:” but they are not clearly ſatisfied, that 
thia hleſſedneſa is their 2. ile , AI In £89 436 2» 
Hor my own part, I look upon it as ond of the beſt ſymptoms 
ef; 2 tate, when a perſon is ardently deſireus to thow 
Nis election of Gode It is an inquiry which the generahty of 
_ thankind never traue themſelves about: and which none but a 
trus believer is nere or in earneſt: We read of ſome, in 
the Acts of the apoſtles}'who had never heard of ſuch à perſon 
26 the Holy Ghoſt: and, 1 feat, there ute too many who have 
hardly ever heard: whether there be ſuch a thing as eternal, gra- 
tuitous, perſonal, and immutable election. Of thoſe who have, 
tos many ſet themſelves to oppoſe ita and labour (though, bleſ- 
ſed be God, they labour in vain) to ſtop up the very fountain of 
ſalvation, and to cut down that Tree of Life, whoſe leaves and 
ſituits are for the healing of the nations, A fierce free will fiſter 
| in Cornwall was lately heard to ſay, that fe dreaded to open the 
Bible, for fear of meeting with predeſtinatian and election. And it 
has been affirmed, of a very noted Arminian clergyman; that he 
ſhould, one day, addreſs his audience as follows : Brethren, many 
people, talk. about an electing Gad. I, an the contrary, «fſevt, that 
there is no ſuch being. If there is an alacting God. why does he not 
Arite me dead before you all? But gau fee, my brethren; I am 121 
flruck dead. Therefore, there is no.elefting God. 
Very different are the ideas of Chriſt's humbled, awakened 
tvants, When a ray of God's everlaſting love ſhines in upon 
their hearts, they cry out, with the with the royal and devout 
Fredeſtinarian of antient Iſrael, © How, dear. are chy counſels,” 
i. e., thy purpoſes and decrecs,, © te me, O God] Oh, how 
- great is the ſum,” i. e. how ineſlimable is the value 4 of 
„idem! If 1 ſhould declare them,.or..{geak, of them, they arc 
« more than I am able o expreſs. The Lord has ſome, yea, 
many. names, Even in our Sardis ; who not only profeſs to believe 
the jiriptures of truth, but alſo make goed their profeſſion, by 
believing, and by practically adorning, the truths of the ſcriptures» 
Such enlightened perſons will ever be deſirous, not barely to ad- 


mit 


ö 
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thge, truths, in a,mers doctrinal way, alone; hut to experi- 
Re the efficacy. of dean to de ſee/ingly intereſied in the, bleſa 
inge tem elne Wont i de nam it dene 0 
- Grantings. dowever, that thouſands/ of converted people have 
not attained-to thoſe heights of exalted confolatian,/asito-be! able 
neil pete tongue: Thou baſt cbeſen me, 
not 6aſt.me away; et is there (ame ſecret comfort, oven 

in ing hg, Go for, the. joy; oi chis. ſalv ation: in ſeetingathe 
light of his countenance, and in crediting the txuthe aud mie 
of; taę goſpel at large. To theſe whaarcy by graces led thus 
farz, I would beg leave to propoſe the (ollowingrqueſtionsg) with 
aut preſuming io wade mae deeply into the ſacred ptoſounũ of 


tals decrees which lie bid in God, thanbis.avritten word hare 


mit?. By way, then, of combating your fears, let me aſæ: 

{| Art, thound/irone of abuſing God in brit br iter fab. 
THY portion, and, THY: Govenant-Ged, bert and rer? If you are; 
it is one happy proof that God has choſen thee to ſalvation 
through ſanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth. Vo 
could not chuſe Aim; if he had not firſt choſen re. 
ls bove 10 God, in any meaſure, kindled in thy heart? Or, it you 
ate in any dubt as to this,” Do you wisH to lobe Him?" Would 
you be lud to rect Ve Him, to embrace Him, and to hoſd Him 
faſt, as your chief and ondy good? Take cburage. Thing is 4 
degree of love. No man ever wiſhed for the thing which he al- 
together hatred) A wifher for-Chriſt, is a lover of Chriſt! And 


yen could not love Him, if He had not firſt loved you. Win- | 


ing i fruit of the'Fathet's grau pings. 0 

"01s e aW if Go written on thy mint That is, wt you 
ſey wich"the® sp>Me, 55 „ 75 will is preſent with you,” and 
tat you ele, ch law of Gog, after the iner man? 


Would it make oh 45 and 7 happy. and would you have the 


ſußteme deſfte of 'your Heart; were "You to be holy as God is 
H#!y7dand"flte' à CHyiſt if "Th Then you may add, as the 
zppoltte Goetz C. T. HARE Sed, "th: oigh Jefus Chrift,” | The Lord 
wwe not MUS ute written his 725 (however imperfe&tly at pre- 
fent}*apbh thy Beat, „ir the pen of his own free e had not 
We f Ha in ee of e a #4: x Fl 
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ole 1 a bleſſed conſideration : and 2s fare as it is « Vielled, 
| Yer, ſtop not here: but pray for the witheſs of the Holy Spirit, 
| to bear unclouded teſtimony to thy ſpirit, that thou art a chi 

| , God. Say, as the Pſalmiſt did, Remember me, O Lord, 
n the ſavour that thou beareſt to thy own people! O viſit 
e me wh thy ſalvation,” that I may ſee the good of thy choſen, 
that I may rcjoice with the glagneſs of thy nation, and give 
| ' & thanks with, thine inheritance“ Wait the appointed time : 
| 

| 

| 


and oh- thay promiſe, as a ſea), upon 7 80 heart; “ Fear 

L hain ede thee: 1 a called thee dy TW 
«manger BIR nt 
54121 6rints; are ſubject to another Fear * * viz. that they are hor 
rrubjibreatrdeoandabarigbeir.ſport is not the fpot of God's chil. 
drm bios go. when grace is not in. lively ex- 
exciſe. theyi are liable to 2pprehenfions. of this kind: when [ 
| conſider” man's abſolute unworthineſs, uYνẽ˖ju in his beſt eſtate; 
and thavaſtoniſhing mixture of ah Ws, cuil. hich | is mot e or 
| leſs viſible in ſaints below. + 74 
Though I am by no, means an we 5 tees ; 1 yet | 
asm of opinion, that, through the alchymy of divine wiſdom, 
| even doubts and fears, though not defireable in themſelyes, are 
| ultimately ſubſervient to the advantage of God's choſen; juſt as, 
in the material world, not a thorn. is without its uſe, Wer | 
| bramble bas its value. fi LOO tees 
|  dBpirindalodiſtreſſes and wiſevings 1 deen 8 
eee an. ul, of our finfulnels and he plelſoels 43s 
Pu temptätions clipt che wings of his — zelrained 
idm cheing exalted above meaſute). They conduce to make 4 
arSuwas/t#/andigircumpet:- to make us feel the pulſe of gur q 
Gels. byrfrequent an ſevere imme; to tindlelanging 8 
J ons after God and communion with Him: to lay ug oe 1 
Aae ſootſtool of Jchogalid doveseiguty : to endrar Cktiſts I © 


blood; irjþkecuſne(; cambiorcenating 2 ad put us upon looking 4 
| pp den the Noch, Spirit im prayer, for the/fupport of chi preſence, 
abit for we unction of his comforts, - which alone are able to en- 
lighten: and to chaſe away the darkneſs of our minds. 


| 
| 

3 
| There is likewiſe another partientar, which "ought tehcou- iN - 


rage the mourners in Zion: : namely, that it is impoſſible for f 
N any, £ 
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4 


any, who have not Ware ſpiritually quickened from above, to 
a7 on 


for God as a thiifty land ; to grreve, evangelically, 


heartifelt ſenſe of fin: zed to be pained, after 2 godly fort. R 
good man, of the laſt century, ſomewhete obſerves, that “ He, 


„ Who criez out, I am dead; proves mimſelf, by'that very try, 


* to be alive.” Can a dead perfor” tel? Can a de id man tem- 
plain? A believes May lament his deadneſs; but he cannot la- 
ment — Rt Bt” his lips refuting themſelves; Thete 
mo BO Ypiritua! N, or there cod de nb ſpiritual fenfbilry, no 

pregunat woman 


| m mation, no ſpiritual reathingos, © "Bl 


"that"/ong?, muſt de alive. It the ENfE hf net awe you; you 
No U you Tay, „ F. e 
„ DOEsIRE of my ſoul is dd. thy name, and to the rememibrance 
% f THEE;” unleſs God's Spirit had aabered thut deſire in 
-your heart, If yt truly'ennverted; you world not be 
ſo anxious about the trutto af your co,. It is not the un- 
tamed bird of prey, mat pours the plaintive ſtrain. No: it is 
:the Dove that mozras i is the gt ace that fings with 


would not follow hard after him. 


ler breaſt againſt a thorn. 27; 


| However, though a weeping Fate h a . one, and not with- 


dot its advantages; yet there is a ſtill more excellent way. Tune 
dent ſhguld be encburaged: but diffidente itſeli ſhould” ret. 
Covet earneftly the beſt gifts. Aſpue to the choiceſt attaĩments. 
Pray ſor unclouded manifeſtations. / Cultivate ſpiritual Het 
ſhip with God, in all the means of grace, both private and pub- 
ne. Ende our to drink deep into holineſs, and to de fruitful 
"th Wwery good wort and work. Converſation with 
wien operates trequently as s N to gracious improvements." 
Bod's people are ſometimes bieſſed td the rubbing off the ruſt 
of undeligf, and to the mutual een of light and heat from 
eich otheria-ay had on Civtiſt, - us well as you can, for wil- 
*dom; rightcou!nek, ſandtification;” and redemprion : committing 
© Yoorſelf, for better for worte, to his gte, which, wor keth all in 
ul. Thus, it Weide aun chat you are indeed planted in 
the Lord's houſe, engt! to-tharpavifible church which he 
puretraſed with his own blood Nay, you will gradually fas 1/6 
in the coarts of God, grow as the hly, and caft forth the rot ut 
Lebanon. Your converſion: will be made clear to you. You will 
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4 


ke 2 8 . You. will no longer have reaſon to doubt, 


awhether the good work of grace is begun in you: but your path, 
like a burning light, will ſhine more and more (in genera!) to 


| the perfeR day. r bo 


3. Believers are ſometimes prone to "A that they have no 
real covenant-intere/t in Chrift ; z or, that they are nat in a late of 
pardon and juſtification, <* Oh,” fays the doubting chriftian, 
if I could but #now that I have redemption through the blood 


— Chxriſt, 3 forgiveneſs of my fins; that Chriſt un- 
he gternal covenant of grace, and that he 


1 is. th yatighgeeumeſs ; 1 ſhould be happy indeed: but, 
pe: 4 Fg — is too wonderful and excellent for me; 
- cannot uttain unta it Be: it fo, that you cannot. attgin t0 


it : G in not che dhaſß able give it. He can, as the apoſtle 

. expreſes it, not only grant you, but even l you with, Ihe Spi- 
* rit of wiſdom and reveletion-in the knowldge of. Him. Thete- 
fore, . up She want ;ASSURANCE of ſaſugt ion. aſł i it at the throne. 


Bur afk it with ſubmiſſion, and with a jeſetve to the will of God. 

Do not let your ultimate gefires terminate in any thing ſhort of 
God himſelf; nor ſo hang upon comforts, as to overlook the 
Cemſorter. Aſſurances are the brighteſt bridal jewels of a ſoul 
that is married to Chriſt: but the Bridegroom himſelf is. better 
than the jewels he. gives; nor does he, in general, allow his 
bride to ſhine in them evety day. He keeps them under his own 
keys, anggdlers her wear them, when He pleaſes. At worſt, re- 


Wh arts mb He i is our huſband ſtill, and the God who changes 


Venture yourſelf, therefore, on board his blood andaigh- 
[e as à mariner truſts himſelf to the veſſel in which, he 


| embarks.; Do this; and you ſhall be carried fafe to the haven 
where you, would he., You may be /haten. on. your paſſage, hut 


not forſaken ; z toſt,, but not loſt, The mediation of Chriſt, the 
fathſulneſs of your CovengnteFather,. and the neyer-failing love 
of the Holy Ghoſt, will bear you up, and bear you home. No 
man ever ſuffered final ſhipwreck, who ventured his lo dul, bis 
falvation;'.bis All, on that | bottom. If you cannot wrap yourſelf 


up in the mantle of Chriſſ is righteouſneſs, | with an , red faith; 


yet, if you touch but the Ben of his garment, with a weak faith, 


with a faith of longing and deſire, or even (if I may ſo ſpeak) 


with 


a. £ © 
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with K. very tip of faith's little fiiger ; you have « a 
capital evidence of intereſt in Him. As an ink 
hand.“ ſays an excellent perſon, < can tie the mat- 


*« riage knot : ſo : a weak faith can n lay hold on of foil 


1 „Chriſt.“ * 
"he Lord? $ geopls are Mkt band with 


a ſear; that the work of ſanctiſication, in their-oals; 18 


either not begun, or at a dead ſtand: that th&y"do not 
increaſe with the increaſe of Cd, for reſenible Him 


Mu mein * „17. 
* holineſs more : and more . — Four 
: 8001 G 8 8 ko —_ 7 


C4 #8 


and be not ah; boo > hy It is a bleſſed Fe 9 555 
we mourn under a ſenſe of our ſhort-comings, and burn 
with intenſe, deb to riſe higher into the likeneſs of 
God. For this alſo, ſeek unto Him. He is, able to 
accompliſh. in you all the good pleaſure of his will, and 
the work of faith with power. If He give you grace, 
to put yourſelf as a blank into his hand, bis Spirit will 
delineate his, fagred ; image upon your cul, and, in the 
article of death, heighten the outlines, and fniſh the 
ſketch, into his own perfect Ukeneſs. Be diligent to 


uſe all the appointed means of ſanQification, which 
Providence. favours you, witch. Be careful to ſhun. all 


evil, and the very appearance of it. Walk in the 


path. of duty, marked out by the written word. Nor 
need you fear God's making good his covenant: of pro- 
miſe, by making you ſuch as He would have you, to 


be. Be not diſcouraged, but rather excited to hope, 


to pray, and to believe, by the ſenſe of your remain 
10 corruptions. , The field, as one ſays, „ That 


J 


as millions of weeds in it, may be 4 Eorn-field; 


GN One roſe upon a buſh, though büt a Uttle ohe, and 
2 though 
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5 though not yet blown, proves that which bears j it to 
"ec be a true Tofe- tree. . Delpiſe not,” "then, the day of 
| Tmall things; but pray God to enlage them,” Bleis 
Him eren for the grain of muſtard- fred; *Bur, at the 
fame time, beg his Spirits to water and increaſe it. 


95 6. The fear of temptation keeps m many of God's p eo- 
ple i in bondage. And happy are we, e ſo fly from 
Atte a8 to ſhut our eyes, and ears and hearts againſt it. 
We know not . what we ae, nor what we are capable 
of, if; left to ourſelves | "Yet, do n Tet the fear of 
what may be, caſt a damp upon your, 2 comſorts, 
nor abate your.ggnfidence, in the Lor dent fear 
[as wilden, haut muck fear js unbelief. . che ver ean. 
not 11 Nn in himſelf too Giite: | „ blefſeq de God, 
be cannot truſt too much in the a ſufficient of divide 
grace. If, therefore, you are call down, by a, ſenſe 
of your liableneſs to temptations, and of your prone- 
neſs to fall by them; bring your temptationis and your 
veakneß together, to God the Holy Spirit; and be- 
ſeech Him to get himſelf the victory 4 you; over yon, 
and for you. Let watchfulneſs and prlyes thus ſet᷑ a 
guard upon the outwerks; and Jeſus Will throw in tlie 
ſuccours of grace, "ne preſerve the citadel ſtom being 
taken by the enemy. He is faithful, and vill not 115 
fer you to be tempted above what you are able to beaf. 
He will either hide you' in his pavilion, and keep yòu 
from the fiery trial; or, if He bring you into the field, 
He will fave you from being Seip totes The areb- 
ers may ſorely grieve you, and ſhoot 'at you? yet ſhall 
your bow abide in ſtrength, and the arms of your hands 
be made ſtrong by the mighty God of 2 nde! 


But, ſhould, the enemy, of fouls. be even permitted 
0 bein * advantzge er you, BEA a Tealon, Je 


* = 
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r r T. TT I <_ > >, c __ Som 


—— 4% 


"Which ces People are Hable. "BY 


eaft not away, your con denee: but look to che Hie of 
covenant-love, from whence cometh your help.” Chriſt 
will deliver you, as at the firſt; and reſtore you, as 
at the beginning. What was propheſied concerning 


Gad 28 - xlix. 19.) mall de ſpiritually fulfilled in 


— A e en Mu overcome . my he Joan overcome « 
11 75 


the % 

6. A fixth fear ENTD no ſmall e to wk 
Feten namely, a fear leſt they liould not be" Jaithfil 

nto death, nor hold on in grace to the end. But, if 
804 has given thee good evidences of thy being truly 
reg generated, and of thy being his child through faith 
in \ Chriſt EY ; thou mayeſt, upon the ſtrength of thy 
adoption, e 45 certain of thy Anal perſeverance, as if 
thy, warfare wa ually accompliſhed, | and 2221 croun 
of Alec. ſet uppn thy head.” 

"The. inviſible, or ele church, conſiſts of only one 
md. the ſame innumerable. family; part 'of which is in 
heaven, and part on earth (Eph. iii. 15.) Every in- 
dividual member of this family, whether militant be- 
low, or triumphant above, is equally /ofe in the hands 
of Chriſt, Saints in glorx arg, indeed, happier chan 
Gints on earth: but ſaints on earth are no leſs eventu- 
Ally; ſecure of ſalyation, than ſaints in glory. The ſpi- 
Tits of. juſt men made perſett might as ſoon fall from 
their. ſtate of, heavenly bleſſedneſs, as a ſanAlified per- 
fon, here ſall-from a ſtate of grace. The names of both 


are in the Ro of life. They are alike intereſted in 
God's everlal unalterabie covenant. What the 


Father's love es to the glorified, will be alſo 


Bien to them that are yet behind: for to "this end 
riſt diet and foſe a gain, that he might gather together 


in on the children . Sed klar are ſeultened abroad. 
(John 


— 


8 
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(John ii, 62.) and, by the Angle affexing of himſelf, 
he has Daft euer them. that ore, ſandtiſied. Saints 


are nAbeir gun keepers and. it is well for. them that 
. would. he farrily kept, if they were. 


Alam vas his cin Rechen: and what did he get by it? 
The angels,were...iheir. own keepers. | Peter hook 


ly, leſt 1 in the: Ft of their own counſel, nor truſt- 


from whence none can " pluck them, John x X. Which ge- 
nexal promiſe 85 perſeverance of God's ele, taken 
ag A,ColleQlive 0d Y.; aſcertains and, enſures | ge per- 


everance ok each believer in particular. For, the 


whole ne e includes every, part ; and, where any 
part is "abſent, it deſtroys the intireneſs of 


individu 
the whole: juſt as the human body is not complete, if 
only one limb, or even à ſingle finger, or ſo much as 
a piece of 4 linger, 'be wanting.” The philoſophic i in- 
tegrity vaniſhes, from' that inſtant: for, 22 toto, Po- 
nunter partes ; and fublatet Parte, tollitur totum. So that 
what is affirmed, concerning the aggregate; is equally 


affirmed, concerning the conſtituent members, reſpec- 


tively of which that agg gate” confifts otherwiſe, the 


” affirmation would be eſſe Aly x untrue ; which to ebarge 


Chriſt wich, were | blaſphEn r c 5 


15 V FLY 

Let'the follower: of Chriſt, EIS Alert 41 "Na; 
viſh ſear, as torhiscoogaliance;in grace; an & in well- 

doing; leave the care q tha}, to God. They, Po be- 

long to nu, are kept. and will be kept, by 145 power 
N Sr faith, unto Jaldd re lelf: 5 may. fing, with 


him that Was canght/ap Peine the third heavens, Who 


es Frog TY Fg: Po W 5 4 


but how long? God's choſen are not thus, 


4 4 their own, manag _ An his ſaints are in THY 
„ ine. in_the hand riſt, cut. xXXIIi. 3. 
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death, nor thangs preſent, nor thi ngs to come, mall ever 
be able to do it. There is no being diſinherited of the 
bleſſings entailed by God's covenant, and bequeathed in 


Chriſt's laſt will and teſtament, figned with his on 
blood, and ſealed by his own Spirit: Saving grace is 


the good part, which ſhall not be taken away. Whatever 
you loſe, it is impoſſible for you to loſe that. It is 


bound up in the bundle of life with the Lord thy God, and 


hid with Chriſt in him. And when Chriſt, who is your 
life, ſhall appeaf; then ſhall ye allo, who: _ n 
ved, appear with him in glory. 

7. I ſhall mention one other fear, common ts many 
of God's redeemed: viz. the fear of Death. Some 
true believers are apt to cry out (as the human nature 
of Chriſt himſelf did) Father, ſave me from this hour. 

But why ate you fo diſmayed at the proſpect of 
getting home ?--- Are you aftaid of dying, or ot what 
you may ſuffer in your laſt conflict? Turn again to 
your reſt; for the Lord will deal bountifully with you; 
and be better to you than your fears. 


ge em Who can take 

„ Death's portrait true? <-----<-<<- 

Far ſhakes the pencil : Fancy loves excels : 
„Park Ignorance is laviſh of her ſhades ; 
And theſe the formidable picture Uraw: - 
Man forms a death, that nature never — 
„Then on the point of his own fancy falls, 

1 * feels a nn. in 1 one. 


x one returns from the grave, to tell us what it is to die. 
Somie happy believers have, indeed, ſung, in their laſt 


moments, 0 death, where is thy once imagined /ting ? - 
* Can this be termed dying?” And, very probably, the 


NM paſſage 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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paſſage is both ſweeter and ſmoother than living imagi- 


nation is apt to ſuppoſe. I loſt an excellent pariſhioner, 
in the year 1766. Though he had not the leaſt doubt 


of his ſalvation, but, as far as ſpiritual and eternal 
things were, concerned- lay, for many weeks; triumph- 
ing in the full aſſurance of faith; he ſtill dreaded the 


ſeparation of ſoul and body, ſtom an apprehenſion of 


hat nature muſt endure in the parting ſtroke. Some 


little time before the knot Was actually untied) God was 
pleaſed to indulge him with a ſoretaſte of death. He 
was, for near an hour, quite gone, in appearance: and 


his ſamily began to conclude, that the final ſtruggle was 


Over. By degrees, however, he came to himſelf: and 
on my aſking him, How he did, he. anfwered, that God 
head giuen him a ' ſpecimen of death, and he found it not {0 


terrible 45. To apprehended. From, that period, all his 
| dread, of dying vaniſhed away: and he continued, 


vithout any ſhadow of ſear, filled with the peace which 
paſſeth all underſtanding, till this diſunpriſoned ſpirit 
flew to the boſom of God. ---Qh then, whoeyer ithoy 


art, that art troubled in like manner; caſt thy burden 


on the Lord, You have found him faithful, in other 


things; and you. may ſafely truſt him for /s. Ie has 


delivered yqu,in, fix troubles, and iu the ſeventh ie, will be 


nigh Anta. van, I be water-flogds hall not overflow thee, 


neither ſhall the. deep . frallow, thee: up. Ihe rock of 


ages. lies at the bottom of the brogk ; and Cod vill give 


you firm; footing all che way, through. nn nat Þ + 
Or, are yowafraid-6f-theconfoqurnees of death,” and 
ul t will come after? Throw yourſelf upon God in 

Chriſt, and youart ſafe? (Chriſt's — 1s 


ks darn Maj death proof, and Jadgrentproed.” "OE 


Wh L THESE {8 B37 1 2 9 9555 1 2. 1 4 2 a 10. 
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Are you fearful, what may become of your ami 
when. God calls yo. way! Make your family over to 


lum, Nominate; Jehovah, for their guardian and truſ- 
tee. Caſt anchor upon that comfortable_promiſe :- Leave 


thy. ſatherleſs children I will reſerve chew alive: and 
let thy, widows truſt in me. TS TT 
Do you dread the buffetings of — God will not 

| let him take advantage of your weakneſs. You ſhall 
overcome, yea, you ſhall be more than conquerors, 


thro' the bio anne of his tells 


mony. v1 fi 8 1 Fi $T 


Are you appretientive;' leſt your faith be ſmall, and 


your ſanctiſication imperſect? Cu Is will be praying 
for you, that your faith fail not: and the Hory Gmovt 
will take care, not to leave his. work of grate, upon 
thy ſoul, unfiniſhed. et nge 


You tremble, perhaps, at the thought of laying aſide 
your weak,” finful, mortal, body. But you will receive 
it again: not ſuch as it now is, ſrail, defiled. and pe- 
riſhable; but bright with the glory, and perfect in the 
image, of God. The body is that to the ſoul, which a 
garment is to the body. When you betake yourſelf to 
repoſe at night, you lay aſide your cloaths, till morn- 
ing; and reſume them, when you rife. What is the 
grave, but the believer's wardrope, of which God is the 
door-keeper.? In the reſurrection- morning. the door 
will be thrown open, and the gloriſy'4'ſoul mall deſcend 
from heaven to put on a glbrify'd' robe; which was, in- 
deed, folded up and laid away in diſhoneur; but ſhall 
be taken out, from the repoſitory,” enriched and beàu- 
tifjed>with all the ornaments of nature and of grate!” " 


Are you 16th" to bid 4 lofhg Adieu to your chriſti i 
feds: ? The adieu will not Be a Tong one. They W 


ots ſoo 


ö 


3 
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ſeon follow, to the lAce of reſt. And, inithe mean 
time, you will be with Chriſt, and with all the ſaints 


ho have been gathered home deren. Sey ahich is far 
better,” e, wt gn tet poaods” oth 
Should I be aſked, What is th GRAND REMEDY again 
undue FEAR, of every pofſeble hind ? T anſwer, in one 
word : Communion wk God. 2 He, ſays good Dr. 
Owen, * who would be little in temptation, muſt be 
much in prayer.” Ply che mercy-ſeat. Eye the 
blood of Chriſt. Cry mightily o the Spirit of God. 


4 Fo which I add: Wait at the footſiool, in holy flalineſs of 


foul. Kink into nothing, before the Uncreated Majeſty. 
If he- ſhine within, you wilt-fear- nothing from-without. 


What made the martyrs /earle/s ? Their ſouls were fill- | 


ed with Chriſt. Jeſus lifted up the beams of his love 


upon their minds, and they an at all the fires which 


man could kindle. 


q 4 
4 Lo 


_ To enjoy communion with God, you wh be ſound 


in the way of duty If you play the truant, no wonder 


you are aſraid of being whipped. Thoſe trees,” fays 


the excellent, Mr. Gurnall, “bear the ſweetelt fruit, 
15 which, ſtand moſt inithe ſun.” Take heed to the thing 
which i is Tight; for chat. ſhall bring a man peace. at the laſt. 
The meaning of whigh texti is, thati hy virtue of the 
wiſe connection which Infinite Wiſdom hath eſtabliſhed 
between antecedents and conſequents, holy W is 
the high road 10 A comfarts. Fier 3 

Your walk, perhaps, is ſtriQand eee and 
yet, i it may he. you :homplain of 'doubts and darkne6 


- notwithſtanding, Here, examine yourlſelf, 1. whether 


you do not work from gal principles, and to legal ends? 
If ſo, no wonder; that; like alave with the laſh vom his 


I | 
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alone is the righteouſneſs of them that believe. Gd 
vill never ſet the ſeal of his gracious preſence to the 
broken Sinai covenant. Whoever enjoys, ortlinks he 
enjoys, comfort and peace, from the works of his O 
hands, and from the duties he performs; ipblinttd, 
and deluded into a foal's paradiſe, by the god ob!this 
world. The Lord meets his people in the wa of 

but not for it was a father, ho meets his ſon on 

journey, at- ſome appointed houſey: meets him vin that 


houſe, but not ofor the Joke of the houſe: Liverupoh 


what-Chriſt is made to you of God, and-yon wilt find 


comfort. But if you ſeek happinefwandreſtabliſhnient 


ſrom yourſelf, or from any thing wrought by yburſtif 


you vill receive no ſolid nouriſhment from the bfeaſt 
of that ſham conſolation. 149 hw Þy - 


Or, 2. Chriſt may be all your hope, and yet your 
fears may continue to run high. Look narrowly into 
your © Own heart. See, that there be no Achan in the 
camp, no beloved luſt in the tent. I dare not fay, that 
the ſenſe of God's love is aluays connected with the 
aQtings of faith, and with the concomitant exerciſe of 


holineſs. But I ſuppoſe that faith and ſanctification 


are the wual cor-relatives of 1 Joy in the Holy Ghoſt. 
Art thou melted, by grace, into a filial fear of God ? 
Go on to fear, to love, and to obey, whether the 
Lord gild thy path with ſunſhine, or darken it With 
gloom. He is the ſovereign diſpenſer of © his own com- 
Torts: and may wich- hold, or conſer them, as ſeemeth 
good in his ſight. But it is thy indiſpenſable duty 
to follow the Lamb, and to do his will,” . ether he 


cheart you, wich his conſoſatighñ or not. Certain it 


is rom the: infallible od bf1his grace, that to you, 
Mboplooh unn Jeſus>all dhe Necet"ptivileges of A 
ois wy golpel 
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goſpel belong: and, joy is one of them. Ting /i it 
Jarry, wait for it; for it will, not deceiva thy expeta- 
tion: it uuill arch arriue at the appointed ſeaſon, and 
mill not lingen à moment beyond. 0 ye of fearful 
hearts: be ſtrong! Your God will come with a recom: 
' pence, he will come and. ſave you. ,. Your prayers may 
not be anſwered, immediately: but they are all ſtrung 
on the file of his. remembrance; and ſhall be. anſwered 
after many days. . Your fears are in his phial. Your 
 groans, are noted in his book. Delzght thou in the 
Tord, and he wall give thee. thy heart's deſire: hold thee 
full in the Tord, and abide patrently, for him. Commit thy 
way to the fonts OG be wo e e 
a to ps. NIL DUO an 749; 


J knew a moſt valuable chriſtian, who 7 in "the 
year 1760; and in her laſt illneſs, was greatly exerciſed 
with darkneſs of ſoul: which, however, did not fipally 
continue. While God was Teading, her, throu gþ the 
wilderneſs of mental diſtreſs, ſhe ſtill anchored on the 
promiſes, though ſhe had, loſt. fight of the Promiſer ; 
and, as a proof of her abſolute dependence on the 
faithfulneſs of 'a withdrawing God, ſhe direQed,” that 
(inſtead of the uſual inſcription of name and age). 1 the 
- following text ſhould be engraven (and engraven it was) 
on the plate of her coffin: DzaL witn we, '0 70D, 
ACCORDING TO THY NAME, FOR SWEET is THY. MER- 

cy.---Thus, as the great Dr. Manton long ago. expreſ: 
oy it, Fafth e God's bond, and Patience on 
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* 9 LY. Hin, thy * hath Pore z, 


ſoül. no longer mourn! * i 
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View. Him: 2 on the tree, 
Pouring out his life for thee : 
There thy ev'ry fin He bore : 
Weeping ſouls, lament. no more. 


3 7 i « 04 = 
w* 1 
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All thy crimes on Him were lid: 


See, upon his blameleſe head 


Wrath its utmoſt vengeah& pour. 
Due to my offence, and xpurs - 0 


Wounded in our Stead, Ile is: 
Bruis'd for our iniquities. 


III. 


Weary ſinner, EP thine eyes 
On th' atoning ſacrifice : 


There th' Incarnate Deity 
Number'd with tranſgreſſors ſee ; 


There his Father's abſence mourns, 


Nail'd, and bruis'd, and crown'd with thorns. 


IV. 


See thy God his head bow down; 
Hear the man of ſorrows groan ; 
For thy ranſom, there condemn'd ; 
Stript, derided; and blaſphem'd : 
Bleeds the guiltleſs for th' unclean : 

Fring for thy ſin. 
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Caſt thy guility foul on Him; | 


Find Him mighty to redeem ;. 


At his feet thy burden. lay ; 


Look thy doubts and cares away: 
Now, by faith, the Son embrace; 
Plead his promiſe ; truſt his grace; 
Lord, thy arm muſt ha W 


Ere I can by faith be heal'd: 


Since I ſcarce can look to Thee, 


Caſt a gracious eye on me! 


At thy feet myſelf I lay: 
Shine, O ſhine my fears away! 
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